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Developers Present Detailed 
Plans for Greenbelt Station 


Around 40 people attended a 
March 9 interactive design meet- 
ing held by Greenbelt Metropark, 
LLC, developer for the Greenbelt 
Station project. This develop- 
ment is proposed for much of the 
area between Greenbelt Road and 
the Beltway, west of the Beltway 
Plaza shopping center and 
Springhill Lake Apartments, and 
east of the Metro and CSX Rail- 
road tracks. 

The March 9 meeting dealt 
with the developer’s plans for the 
portion of the project known as 
the South Core, formerly land 
used by the A. H. Smith sand 
and gravel operations. Norman 
Rivera, land-use attorney for the 
developer, announced that plan- 
ning for the North Core, on 
which the Greenbelt Metro Sta- 
tion and its parking facilities are 
located, would be presented for 
discussion in another six to 
seven months. 

While both the north and 
south portions of the tract will 
contain mixed-use developments, 
the North Core will have a much 
denser mix with offices and ma- 
jor commercial facilities. The 
South Core will feature condo- 


by James Giese 


miniums, rental apartments and 
townhomes with some supporting 
commercial facilities and some 
greenspace. 

Many people attending the 
meeting, particularly those ac- 
tively following development 
proposals over many years, were 
disappointed that detailed site 
plans and development proposals 
were not available. Instead 
Rivera and a variety of develop- 
mental architects and engineers 
reviewed general concept plans 
using a power point presentation 
of slides and pictures of struc- 
tures similar in style to those 
proposed. 

The meeting was moderated 
by Floyd Wilson, Jr., executive 
director of Minority Business 
Development Division of Central 
Services for Prince George’s 
County and a former member of 
the county council. Wilson 
noted that he had supported this 
project as a councilmember. 

Overview 

Rivera began the carefully 
scheduled five and ten minute 
presentations by each of the ex- 
perts with an overview of 
Greenbelt Station. It will in- 


volve 243 acres of land. Of that, 
112 to 117 acres will be set aside 
in a preservation area to protect 
environmentally sensitive land 
alongside Indian Creek. All pro- 
posed development will take place 
on the west side of the stream. 
The developer intends to re- 
store Indian Creek as a natural 
waterway. Over the many past 
years, the stream has been signifi- 
cantly disturbed and degraded 
by the adjacent sand and gravel 
operations. Rivera noted that an 
area he referred to as a “concrete 
mountain,” in which waste con- 
crete cleaned out of concrete 
mixing trucks was dumped, will 
be restored and the waste con- 
crete possibly reused to help 
build the base for new roads in 
the development. He stated that 
the development met the smart 
growth objectives of former Gov- 
ernor Parris Glendening’s adminis- 
tration, as well as those for a 
transit-oriented community. 
(This reporter noted that there 
was no mention of the fact that 
the concept plan and preliminary 
site plan approvals by the county 


See METROPARK, page 6 


Interested Citizens Respond 


To Metroland Design Plans 


After a tightly scheduled and 
carefully followed hour-long pre- 
sentation by architects and engi- 
neers on the proposed South 
Core of Greenbelt Station (see 
separate article), the organizers 
scheduled a 35-minute segment 
at which various experts were 
stationed at different tables to 
answer questions. This was to be 
followed by a 15-minute sum- 
mary session of the questions 
raised by each of the station rep- 
resentatives. 

Some members of the audi- 
ence thought this was not a good 
procedure to follow and raised 
objections. Robert Boone, presi- 
dent of the Anacostia Watershed 
Society, objected first, question- 
ing how audience members 
could be assured their questions 
would be answered. Norman 
Rivera, land use attorney for the 
developer, suggested that they be 
put in writing. 

Pat Blankenship, chair of 
CCRIC (Citizens to Conserve 
and Restore Indian Creek), ob- 
jected to the procedure because 
many people in the audience 
would be asking the same ques- 
tions with answers repeated over 
and over making it difficult to 
get around to all the tables. She 
proposed instead that the panel 
take questions from the audience 
so that each issue need be dis- 
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cussed only once. 

Floyd Wilson, Jr., executive di- 
rector on the county’s Minority 
Development Division of Central 
Services suggested putting that 
idea to a vote, then wondered if 
he had the authority to do so. 
After further discussion and input 
from Rivera, it was decided to 
abandon the agenda procedure 
and go to questions from the au- 
dience. 

Boone started off by noting 
that treatment of the runoff had 
not been addressed. In the ensu- 
ing discussion, it was noted that 
there would be a total of 1.5 to 
1.6 million square feet of floor 
space created of which only two 
percent of the land area or 
100,000 to 115,000 square feet 
would be retail commercial. It 
was indicated that there would 
be further study of how to treat 
the runoff. Boone suggested 
many possibilities, including 
green roofs and offered to pro- 
vide information and assistance. 

Senior Housing 

Blankenship noted there had 
been no mention of senior hous- 
ing proposed earlier for the 
South Core. The response was 
that none was now planned. 
Land planner and architect Steve 
Gang said it was now intended 
to mix seniors with other age 
groups. The prime units for ac- 


tive adults, he said, would be the 
condominiums over the retail 
commercial area. Blankenship ex- 
pressed disappointment that none 
were planned. It was noted that 
Riderwood Village, a senior com- 
munity, was nearby in Calverton. 
Blankenship objected to having 
to move out of the county. 
(Riderwood straddles the line be- 
tween Montgomery and Prince 
George’s and has homes located 
in each county.) 

Concern was expressed about 
the distance of the South Core 
from the Metro Station — up to a 
mile away. Sandy Gallagher, 
project manager for Greenbelt 
Station, noted that trolley service 
would be available. 

Blankenship advocated add- 
ing a Metro platform at the 
South Core, noting that people 


See RESPONSE, page 8 


What Goes On 


Wednesday, March 23 

8 p.m., Council 
Worksession/Greenway 
Center (stakeholder), Commu- 
nity Center 
Thursday, March 24 

7:30 p.m, GHI Board 
Meeting, GHI Board Room 


Coach Houchens Scores 
On and Off Gridiron 


by Matt Johnson 





Eleanor 
Roosevelt High 
School is a large 
school — one of the 
largest in Maryland, 
educating 2,764 
students daily with 
137 faculty and 
staff members. The 
school was awarded 
Blue Ribbon status 








pionship in five 
years, following a 
disappointing 
first-round playoff 
loss to C.H. Flow- 
ers this year. 
Nonetheless, the 
team boasted an 
8-3 record and 
= the nation’s num- 
a ber one prospect. 
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in 1991 and 1998 (Coach Rick Houchens “When I 
by the U.S. Depart- started there was 
ment of Education and it was’ no other high school putting 


recognized as a National School 
of Character in 2002 by the 
Character Education Partnership 
in Washington, D.C. 

The character award came 
during Coach Rick Houchens’ 
sixth year heading the football 
program at Roosevelt High. 
Character is nearly everything to 
“Coach Rick.” 

Since Houchens took the 
reins of a struggling program in 
1997 that had captured only one 
county championship since 1982, 
the revitalized program has been 
among the best in Maryland. A 
strenuous off-season program 
keeps the Roosevelt Raiders 
conditioned year-round as the 
team seeks its fifth county cham- 


kids into’ college,” said 
Houchens, citing the private 
DeMatha Catholic High School 
in Hyattsville as an exception. 
He said it was one of his “big- 
gest quests” to accomplish that 
feat on the public school level. 
He has done just that: 112 play- 
ers have gone to a major college 
in his eight-year tenure and four 
have gone on to the NFL. 

One of the professionals is 
current Philadelphia Eagle Der- 
rick Burgess. Former Maryland 
Terrapin and Baltimore Raven 
Jermaine Lewis graduated from 
Eleanor Roosevelt High a few 
years before Houchens led the 


See HOUCHENS, page 12 


McFarlands Visit Pioneer 
Ethel Warner in Hawaii 


by Kathleen Scott McFarland 


Six of us McFarland women, 
five of my daughters and I, re- 
cently returned from a wonderful 
trip to Hawaii. Daughter Janis, 
who instigated the idea and made 
all the arrangements, was already 
in Honolulu for a meeting of the 
Weed Science Society of America 
(WSSA). At the meeting, Janis, a 
plant scientist with Syngenta in 
North Carolina, was named an 
honorary fellow of WSSA for her 
work on herbicides and environ- 
mental issues. 

Daughter Helen of Baltimore 
accompanied me on the trip. We 
picked up Anne and Lisa in Cali- 
fornia and Joan of Silver Spring 
joined us for part of the time as 
we climbed Diamondhead, toured 
Pearl Harbor and spent several 
days on the North Shore of Oahu. 

Greenbelt Pioneer 

A main objective of this trip 
was to visit Greenbelt pioneer 
Ethel C. Warner, the cousin and 
closest relative of my late hus- 
band Henry McFarland, at her 
home in Honolulu. Ethel, a re- 
tired WAC major, reminisced 
fondly about moving from 
Bridgeport, Conn. to the new 
town of Greenbelt in February 
1938 “before the street lights 
were turned on.” Her father, Bill 
Warner, was already working in 
Washington on his new job at the 
Navy Yard. When the family’s 
application to Greenbelt was ap- 
proved, Ethel and her mother 
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Ethel Warten poses with ‘Henry 
McFarland in Greenbelt Band 
uniform in Dec. 1943. 


Agnes (Henry’s aunt) joined Bill 
for the move to 17-D Ridge 
Road. Later on, in 1940, Agnes 
became Henry’s legal guardian 
after his parents died and Henry 
came to Greenbelt to live with 
the Warners. 

In 1938 Ethel had already 
graduated from high school in 
Connecticut. Here in Greenbelt 
she worked at the brand-new 
drugstore and later at the swim- 
ming pool. She participated in 
women’s basketball, volleyball 


See HAWAII, page 8 
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Letters to the Editor 





No Timid Cyclists 
In Roundabouts 


Last week’s News Review ar- 
ticle, “Spring Completion Ex- 
pected In Hanover Parkway 
Changes,” contains inaccurate 
information about bicycling and 
roundabouts. No responsible 
agency recommends that bicy- 
clists “dismount and walk their 
bikes through roundabouts.” 
Dismounting and walking is an 
option for traffic shy-cyclists but 
should be done on the peripheral 
sidewalk, not through the round- 
about. 

The Maryland State Highway 
Administration web page contains 
prudent advice on bicycling 
through roundabouts. It says: 

“Well-designed, low-speed, 
single-lane roundabouts should 
not present much difficulty to 
bicyclists. On the approach to 
the entry, signal your intentions 
and merge into traffic. It is 
generally safest for bicyclists 
to claim the lane. Keep in 
mind that drivers should be 
traveling at about 15 to 20 
miles per hour, close to the 
speed you ride your bicycle.” 
(See http://www.sha.state.md.us/ 
safety/oots/roundabouts/ 
info.asp#Bicycling.) 

The Motor Vehicles Admin- 
istration offers this advice for 
motorists sharing the road with 
bicyclists on narrow roadways. 

“Bicycles are treated as ve- 
hicles in Maryland. Motorists 
must yield the right-of-way to bi- 
cyclists. Do not attempt to share 
the lane with bicyclists. If you 
are unable to safely pass them, 
reduce your speed and follow the 
bicycle at a safe distance. Wait 
for a safe opportunity to pass, al- 
lowing adequate clearance, about 
three feet from the side of your 
vehicle and return to your lane 
when you can clearly see the bi- 
cyclist in your rear view mirror. 
A bicycle is not restricted to the 
right side of the road. Share the 
road and do not use your horn. 


Delegate Ross 
Holds Town Meeting 


Delegate Justin Ross will host 
a town hall meeting on March 24 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at DuVal 
High School in Lanham. 

Ross will give an update on 
the Legislative Session in An- 
napolis and take questions from 
the audience. More information 
about this meeting is available 
on the website  http:// 
www.justinross.us/townhall/. 


OLD GREENBELT 
THEATRE 
Week of March 18 
MILLION DOLLAR BABY 


(PG-13) 
Friday 
*4:30, 7:20, 9:55 
Saturday 
"1:45, 4:30, 7:20, 9:55 
Sunday 
*1:45, *4:30, 7:30 
Monday-Thursday 
*4:45, 7:30 


*These shows at $5.00 
301-474-9744 * 301-474-9745 


129 Centerway 
www.pgtheatres.com 





The bicyclist can usually hear an 
approaching vehicle and loud 
noises can startle the bicyclist 
and may cause an accident.” 
(See http://www.marylandmva.com/ 
AboutM VA/RULES/default.htm. ) 
Thank you for providing this 
forum. 
Bill Clarke, Chairman, 
Greenbelt Bicycle Coalition 


Clarification 

In Diane Oberg’s March 10, 
2005, article “Spring Completion 
Expected in Hanover Parkway 
Changes,” there is a statement 
which attributes a recommenda- 
tion regarding bicyclists walking 
through a roundabout to the Pe- 
destrian and Bicycle Information 
Center (PBIC). While city staff 
consulted the PBIC regarding 
design of roundabouts and ac- 
commodations for bicyclists, the 
PBIC did not make the recom- 
mendation as reported in the ar- 
ticle: 

Several other agencies, includ- 
ing the Maryland State Highway 
Administration, do suggest that bi- 
cyclists uncomfortable riding 
through roundabouts, such as 
those recently constructed on 
Hanover Parkway, dismount and 
“walk like a pedestrian” on the 
sidewalk until past the round- 
about. This advice is echoed by 
several other transportation depart- 
ments from around the country. 

The Greenbelt East Traffic 
Calming study, upon which 
Oberg reported, has dozens of 
recommendations to improve 
safety, operations and aesthetics 
on streets in Greenbelt East for 
all users. Should your readers 
have questions about the study 
and its recommendations, they 
should not hesitate to contact me 
by phone at 301-345-5417 or by 
email (ccraze @ greenbeltmd.gov). 

Celia Craze, Director, 
Dept. of Planning & 
Community Development 


Correction 


It has been brought to 
our attention that the News 
Review's description of bi- 
cyclists’ use of roundabouts 


erroneously attributed the 
advice to “dismount the bi- 
cycle through traffic circles” 
to PBIC. The News Review 
regrets the error. 
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Greenbelt Arts Center 
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GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW 


Students Attend 
Leadership Event 


Emilia Pedersoli and Gabriella 
Gunawan from St. Hugh’s School 
will join 200 middle school stu- 
dents from throughout the United 
States at the Junior National 
Young Leaders Conference 
(JrNYLC) from March 19 to 
March 24 in Washington, D.C. 

With the theme, The Legacy 
of American Leadership, the con- 
ference introduces young people 
to the tradition of leadership 
throughout American history 
while helping them develop their 
own leadership skills. The stu- 
dents will participate in educa- 
tional activities and presentations 
led by individuals in high-level 
positions and young people who 
exercise leadership skills within 
their communities. Students also 
will rub elbows with elected of- 
ficials and Congressional staff 
members on Capitol Hill and 
will visit historic national land- 
marks including Colonial 
Williamsburg and consider no- 
table U.S. leaders and historic 
figures. Students will study the 
impact of leadership in critical 
U.S. periods including the Civil 
War and Reconstruction, World 
War II, the Great Depression and 
the Civil Rights movement. 
JrNYLC aims to foster a greater 
understanding of the role of indi- 
viduals in American democracy 
as well as the responsibilities of 
being a leader. 


Md. Expert to Give 


Plant Disease Tips 

The Beltsville Garden Club 
will meet on Wednesday, March 
23 at 7:30 p.m. in the cafeteria of 
the James E Duckworth School at 
11201 Evans Trail in Beltsville. 
Ethel Dutky will speak on “Plant 
Disease — How to Diagnose Gar- 
den Problems.” 

Dutky holds a BS in entomol- 
ogy and an MS in botany/plant 
pathology. She has been the di- 
rector of the University of 
Maryland’s Plant Diagnostic Labo- 
ratory for more than 24 years and 
is a co-author of the book, “Pest 
and Disease of Herbaceous Peren- 
nials — the Biological Approach.” 
She has done consulting for 
USAID in West Africa and in 
Latin America. There will be 
plants for the door prize table and 
refreshments after the meeting. 
Admission is free and the public 
is welcome. For more informa- 
tion contact Louise DeJames at 
301-890-4733 or visit the website 
at www.beltsvillegardenclub.org. 
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AUDITIONS 
Over The River and 
Through The Woods 


By Joe DiPietro 


March 28, 29 @ 7:30 PM 


3 Adult Males, 3 Adult Females (ages 20-80) 
Readings from the script. 
10 Performances, Weekends 6/3 — 6/25 


Greenbelt Arts Center 
123 Centerway (next to the Post Office) 
Information: 301-441-8770 


www.greenbeltartscenter.org 
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"I'll bet you an acorn, Jim, the community 
memorial will be built on that site over there." 


GIVE BLOOD, GIVE LIFE 


PSC ANU Ee me GU kB 
Doctors Community Hospital 
Or) CLP emmy eae 


St. Hugh's Catholic School 
Grades K — 8th 
OPEN REGISTRATION 


Accepting registrations at this time for the 
2005-2006 school year 
Before Care and After Care Available 


145 Crescent Rd., Greenbelt 301-474-4071 
www.sthughs.com email sthughs @erols.com 





Greenbelt 
News Review 


AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER 


15 Crescent Road, Suite 100, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770-1887 
newsreview@greenbelt.com 
301-474-4131 * FAX 301-474-5880 


Alfred M. Skolnik, President, 1959-1977 
Elaine Skolnik, President, 1977-1985 
President Emeritus, 1985- 


Editor: Mary Lou Williamson 301-441-2662 
Assistant Editor: Barbara Likowski 301-474-8483 
News Editor: Elaine Skolnik 301-598-1805 
Assistant to the Editor: Eileen Farnham 301-513-0482 


STAFF 
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Johnson, Suzanne Krofchik, Meta Lagerwerff, Pam Lambird, Sandra Lange, Jim Lara, Lucie 
MacKinnon, Pat McCoy, Kathleen McFarland, Emma Mendoza, Mary Moien, Marat Moore, 
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Tuesday) or brought to our office in the Community Center, 15 Crescent Road, during office 
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Greenbelt Community Center at 15 Crescent Rd. 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday 2 - 4p.m., Tuesday 2 - 4,8 - 10 p.m. 
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Community Events 





Greenbriar Phase Il 


Re-elects McTiernan 


Approximately 37 percent of 
Greenbriar Phase II homeowners 
were represented in person or by 
proxy at the Phase II Annual 
Meeting on Tuesday, March 8. 

Kathleen McTiernan was re- 
elected to the Phase II Board of 
Directors. McTiernan will remain 
second vice president on the 
board, which also includes: 
Jacqueline Gray, president; 
Arlene Shpiegelman, first vice 
president; Edward Dickerson, sec- 
retary; and Gary Thomas, trea- 
surer. 

The members of Greenbriar 
Condominiums Boards of Direc- 
tors are elected from home-own- 
ers, by homeowners at the annual 
meetings. The boards meet with 
management and community mem- 
bers on a monthly basis. Owners 
and residents are encouraged to 
attend and participate, as the 
board makes important decisions 
on their behalf. 

Greenbriar Phases I and II 
meet the second Tuesday of the 
month at 7:30 p.m. in the Com- 
mons Room of Greenbriar Con- 
dominiums Community Center. 


At the Library 

Saturday, March 19, 10:15 
am. to 1:15 p.m. — Attitude, ap- 
pearance, interviewing and step- 
by-step resumes and applications 
workshop for young job seekers. 

Tuesday, March 22, 10:30 
a.m. — Storytime for newborns to 
17 months with caregiver, limit 
15, 

Wednesday, March 23, 10:30 
a.m. — Storytime for 18 to 35 
months with caregiver, limit 15. 

Thursday, March 24, 10:30 
a.m. — Storytime for 3 to 5 year 
olds, limit 20. 


Toastmasters Meet 


The Spring Speakers Toast- 
masters Club will hold an open 
house on March 22 at 7 p.m. at 
the Greenbelt Library. The club 
meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
of each month from 7 to 9 p.m. 

For information on this club 
contact President Kathy Friedman 
by phone at 301-385-2969, Vice 
President — Education Melissa 
Lott at 301-252-3809 or by email 
kfries@ hotmail.com. 


Golden Age Club 


by Bunny Fitzgerald 

It has come to our attention 
that many Golden Age members 
depend on the Greenbelt News 
Review for information about the 
club. We are trying to answer 
that need, so keep reading. 

Rick Ransom will speak at 
the March 23 meeting with some 
new information regarding hos- 
pice services. 

We will play bingo and some 
new board games on March 30. 
Come and meet the challenge. 

The annual anniversary lunch 
will be held on April 20 at La 
Fontaine Bleu. A trip to the Na- 
tional Zoo is planned for May 
i 

Our sympathy to Robert 
Terrell and family on the death 
of his sister in Texas, a sad trip 
for Robert to say farewell. 

March 20 is the first day of 
spring and let’s hope all the 
snow and cold is behind us so 
we can enjoy our beautiful City 
of Greenbelt in bloom again. 


Last Call for Senior 


Softball Tryouts 

Able-bodied folks 60 years 
and over are encouraged to try 
out for the Greenbelt Senior Soft- 
ball Team. Numerous positions 
on the team are still open. 
Come any Monday or Wednes- 
day from 9:30 to 11 a.m. to the 
Youth Center gym. Call 301- 
568-6911 for more information 
and ask for Ray. 


Help Clean Local 


Potomac Watershed 

On Saturday, April 2 from 9 
a.m. to noon volunteers can join 
members of the Greenbelt Recy- 
cling and Environment Commit- 
tee to remove litter and other de- 
bris from two sites in Greenbelt, 
in an annual cleanup across the 
Potomac and Chesapeake Bay 
watershed. 

Students can receive commu- 
nity service hours for time spent 
on this volunteer activity — bring 
the appropriate forms. 

All should bring work gloves 
and wear comfortable clothing 
and boots or old shoes. Bags 
will be provided. 

To help clean up _ the 
Northway tributary of the Beaver 
Dam Creek, meet at Northway 
Fields at 9 a.m. and follow the 
signs. To help clean up the 
Springhill Lake stream, meet be- 
hind the Springhill Lake Recre- 
ation Center, 6101 Cherrywood 
Lane, at 9 a.m. 

For more information call 
301-474-8004. 


Goddard Hosts 
“Eyes on the Sky” 


In honor of the World Year of 
Physics 2005, NASA’s Goddard 
Space Flight Center invites the 
public to a special series of lec- 
tures and discussions on cosmol- 
ogy and astrophysics with some 
of the world’s leading scientists. 
These lectures, “Eyes on the Sky 
— Peeking into the Universe’s 
Past, Fathoming the Future,” are 
open to the public but are geared 
to the high school/college level 
and above. 

All lectures will take place on 
Thursday evenings at 7 p.m. 
through May 12 at the Goddard 
Visitor Center. While the events 
are free, registration is required. 
For more information or to regis- 
ter for an event, visit http:// 
university.gsfc.nasa.gov/ 
eyesonthesky/ or call 301-286- 
8102. 

The next lecture will be 
Thursday, March 24 and it fea- 
tures John Wood (Goddard Space 
Flight Center) speaking on “The 
Explanation of the Acceleration 
of the Expansion of the Uni- 
verse.” 


Star Party Saturday 

Weather permitting, the 
Greenbelt Astronomy Club (GAC) 
will host a star party Saturday, 
March 19. The event will take 
place at the Wolfe Fields on 
Northway Extended. It begins at 
6 p.m. The club and its mem- 
bers will have telescopes avail- 
able to share views of celestial 
objects. Future GAC events can 
be found on the website at http:/ 
/www.greenbeltastro.org/ 
events.shtml. In event of pre- 
cipitation or hopelessly cloudy 
Skies at the time of an event, this 
star party will be cancelled with- 
out further notice. 


Springburst Races 
In Greenbelt Park 


The Prince George’s Running 
Club’s Springburst 8K road race 
will be held Saturday, April 9 at 
9 a.m. at Greenbelt Park. The 8- 
kilometer course (just under five 
miles) with two loops over mod- 
erate hills on paved park roads, 
is certified by USA Track & 
Field, the regulating body for all 
running sports. There is a regis- 
tration fee, which is slightly dis- 
counted if sent before March 27. 

All registrants receive long- 
sleeved T-shirts and post-race re- 
freshments. Awards will be given 
to the top three male and female 
finishers, the top three masters 
(age 40 and over) finishers and 
the top three finishers in each 
10-year age group. All runners 
will also be eligible to receive 
random merchandise prizes. 
There will be a special IK fun 
run for young children following 
the 8K race. 

For an entry form, send a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope 
to Bob Grumbine, PO Box 877, 
Greenbelt, MD 20768. Registra- 
tion and packet pick-up on race 
day will be in the parking lot of 
TG.I.Fridays, 6460 Capital Drive 
(across Greenbelt Road from the 
park entrance). Call 301-982- 
2457 or visit http://www.perc.org 
for more information. The 
Prince George’s Running Club, 
an affiliate of the Road Runners 
Club of America, sponsors races, 
training and fun runs in Prince 
George’s County. 


Easter Fun 
At Greenbriar 


Children age 12 and under are 
invited to celebrate Easter with 
Greenbriar Condominiums at 7600 
Hanover Parkway on Saturday, 
March 26 from 11 a.m. to noon. 

Children will gather in 
Greenbriar’s Terrace Room to 
color Easter bags before heading 
outside to hunt for eggs. Re- 
freshments will be served and no 
child will leave empty-handed. A 
special guest is scheduled to 
hop by for the festivities — don’t 
forget the camera. 

The egg hunt will be held 
rain or shine. Children do not 
have to live in Greenbriar to join 
in the fun but must be registered 
in advance. Call Sarah Phillips at 
301-441-1096 to register before 
Monday, March 21. 


Congregation Mishkan Torah 
On Saturday evening, March 19 
at 6:30 p.m., Mishkan Torah 
will hold its biennial 
Goods and Services Auction. 
Friends and members of Mishkan 
Torah are encouraged to attend 
and partake in the occasion. 


Babe Ruth 
Baseball Signups 


Players 13-15 
call Mark at 301-793-0097 


Players 16-19 
call Bob at 301-345-1033 





Schools Send 
Vacation Homework 


To build upon their success 
this winter, Prince George’s 
County public school students 
will receive vacation homework 
packets before leaving for spring 
break. Parents are encouraged to 
ask to see the spring vacation 
homework packets and work to- 
gether with children to complete 
the assignments on time. 

“T thank our parents for mak- 
ing academic success a priority 
at home and demonstrating its 
importance by helping your chil- 
dren stay on course for advance- 
ment over the break,” said Dr. 
Andre J. Hornsby, chief executive 
officer for Prince George’s 
County Public Schools. 

This winter more than 80 per- 
cent of students completed and 
turned in the first vacation home- 
work packets. The packets are a 
component of the overall strategy 
to ensure every child becomes 
proficient in reading and math- 
ematics for grades K-10 in accor- 
dance with the federal “No Child 
Left Behind’ mandates. 

Students should return the 
completed spring vacation home- 
work packets on April 4 and will 
receive homework credit as es- 
tablished by each school’s grad- 
ing factors and policies. Spring 
break packets have been pre- 
pared to be aligned with the 
Maryland Voluntary State Curricu- 
lum in the following areas: Math- 
ematics for grades K-8, Algebra I 
and Geometry; Reading/Language 
Arts for grades K-10; Biology 
and Local, State and National 
Government. 


Arboretum Exhibit 


Features Stones 
Through March 27 from 10 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m., members of the 
Potomac Viewing Stone Group 
exhibit personal suiseki (Japanese 
viewing stones) collected from 
around the world. Member John 
Carlson will give a one-hour slide 
lecture in the Lecture/Demonstra- 
tion Center on March 20 at 1 
p.m. Visit www.usna.usda.gov or 
call 202-245-4523 for information. 
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Cooperation Eases 


Teacher Shortage 


For the past four years, the 
Johns Hopkins University and 
Prince George’s County Public 
Schools have been tackling a na- 
tional problem in their own back- 
yard — the shortage of certified 
special education teachers in 
public schools. 

The Partnership for Beginning 
Special Educators will have pro- 
duced 33 fully certified special 
education teachers when its last 
class graduates in August 2006. 
When the fourth and final class 
of students finishes the program, 
the county’s vacancy rate for 
special educators will be cut al- 
most in half. 

Although the federal funding 
that started the program will not 
be supporting any additional 
classes, the partnership program 
will continue. Participants in the 
two-year program pursue a 
master’s degree leading to certifi- 
cation to teach students with 
mild to moderate disabilities. 
Upon completion of the two-year 
program, teacher candidates are 
required to teach for four years 
in the county’s public schools. 
Potential students are encouraged 
to find out more by calling 1- 
800-GO-TO-JHU or email to 
edspsbe @jhu.edu. 

For comments contact Peggy 
King-Sears, special education 
professor at Johns Hopkins, at 
301-294-7040. 


Montpelier Mansion 
Offers Family Fun 


See the Montpelier Mansion 
(off Rt. 197 in Laurel) filled with 
all kinds of odd and unusual 
items and try to remember or 
guess “what is it?” Parents and 
grandparents may see things long 
since forgotten. Kids will be 
amazed at the ingenuity of pre- 
computer, pre-food processor, 
even pre-electricity gadgets. This 
educational outing for the whole 
family is available through March 
31, noon to 4 p.m. daily. There is 
a fee. For more information go to 
www.pgparks.com or call 301-953- 
1376. 


Come see the Kids of 
Greenbelt Baptist Church 
perform their drama 
— with a twist — 


about the true meaning of Easter. 


Performances will be on 
Palm Sunday, March 20th, 
during the 8:35 am 
and 11:00 am services 


You DON'T want to miss this! 
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Easter Sunrise 
Service at Lake 


Easter will be observed in an 
ecumenical Easter Sunrise Service 
at Greenbelt Lake at 7 a.m. on 
Easter Sunday, March 27. The 
service will be held on the shore 
of Greenbelt Lake next to the 
“Buddy" Attick Park Bandstand. 

Officiating will be church 
leaders from Berwyn Presbyterian 
Church, the Catholic Community 
of Greenbelt, Greenbelt Baptist 
Church, Greenbelt Community 
Church and Mowatt Memorial 
United Methodist Church. 

In the event of rain the ser- 
vice will be held at Greenbelt 
Baptist Church, Crescent and 
Greenhill Roads. 


Holy Week Programs 
At Baptist Church 


The Greenbelt Baptist Church 
has scheduled a number of ac- 
tivities for the upcoming week. 

Sunday, March 20 —- “The 
Toymaker” (a children's play by 
about the meaning of Easter), 
8:35 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

Thursday, March 24 — 
Maundy Thursday Service, 7 p.m. 

Friday, March 25 — Good Fri- 
day (Tenebrae) Service, 7 p.m. 

Sunday, March 27 — Easter 
Services, including the choir's 
musical “The Way, The Truth, 
The Life,’ 8:35 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

Greenbelt Baptist Church is 
located at the corner of Crescent 





Music Program 
On Good Friday 


On Friday, March 25 at 7:30 
p.m. the Riverdale Presbyterian 
Chancel Choir in University Park 
presents a Good Friday medita- 
tion entitled “The Seven Last 
Words.” The Riverdale Chancel 
Choir, soloists and string orches- 
tra present Haydn’s dramatic 
work depicting Christ’s trials on 
the cross. Keeping with tradi- 
tion, this concert is offered as a 
time for meditation and reflec- 
tion. For more information, call 
301-927-0477. 


Crohn’s and Colitis 
Discussion Topic 


The subject at the discussion 
period of Friday Evening Ser- 
vices at Mishkan Torah Friday, 
March 18, will be Crohn’s Dis- 
ease and Colitis. The speaker 
will be Dale Citron from the 
Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation. 
A high percentage of the people 
who have Crohn’s Disease are 
people who are Ashkenazic Jews, 
1.e., those Jews whose ancestors 
in the early 20th century lived in 
Germany, Czarist Russia and the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire. 

The services are open to the 
public and all are welcome to at- 
tend and partake in the discus- 
sion. Mishkan Torah is located 
at 10 Ridge Road, at the corner 
of Westway and Ridge. 


Support Offered 


In Death of Parent 


Hospice of the Chesapeake’s 
Spiritual and Bereavement Care 
Center is offering a six-week 
support group for adults grieving 
the death of one or both parents. 
This group provides an opportu- 
nity to share with others who 
have lost a parent and strategies 
for coping with the emotions 
that accompany such a loss. 

Meetings will take place at 6 
to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays from 
March 22 through April 26 at 
the office of Hospice of the 
Chesapeake, 8724 Jericho City 
Drive, Landover. There is a fee 
except for attendees whose parent 
received care from Hospice of 
the Chesapeake. Call 301-499- 
4500 to register. 


Round Up Hunger 
At Safeway 


Through March, all Safeway 
stores in the Washington-Balti- 
more area will offer customers an 
opportunity to “round up” their 
grocery order to the nearest dol- 
lar with the change automati- 
cally donated to the Maryland 
Food Bank in the Baltimore area 
or the Capital Area Food Bank 
in metropolitan Washington, D.C. 

Last year the company raised 
$158,000 in the Round Up Hun- 
ger campaign. 


Mishkan Torah Holds 


Biennial Auction 

On Saturday evening, March 
19 at 6:30 p.m., Mishkan Torah 
will hold its biennial Goods and 
Services Auction. Friends and 
members of Mishkan Torah are 
encouraged to attend and partake 
in the occasion. 

The event will begin with a 
Havdalah service to mark the 
end of the Sabbath. This will be 
followed by a silent auction 
which will be followed by the 
actual live auction. During in- 
termission the silent auction will 
resume. Winners of the silent 
auction will be announced after 
the end of the actual auction. 
Light food and refreshments will 
be available. 

Items and services being auc- 
tioned are varied. 

Mishkan Torah is located at 
10 Ridge Road, at the corner of 
Westway and Ridge. 
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Air Force 
Airman Ist 
Class Petrina 
S. Peart has 
graduated from 
basic military 
training at 
Lackland Air 
Force Base, San Antonio, Texas. 
During six weeks of training, 
Peart studied the Air Force mis- 
sion, organization and military 
customs and courtesies; per- 
formed drill and ceremony 
marches and received physical 
training, rifle marksmanship, 
field training exercises and special 
training in human relations. 
Peart, a 2004 ERHS graduate, is 
the daughter of Marlene Sullivan 
of Breezewood Court. 

Congratulations to Bob Janus 
who was selected as the Knights 
of Columbus Maryland State 
Council Citizen of the Year. 





Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church 


40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt 
301-474-9410 www.gbgm-umc.org/mowatt 


Rev. DaeHwa Park, Pastor 


* Sunday School9:45am_ Worship Service 11:00 am 





Holy Week Services 
March 20-27 
11:00 am Palm Sunday — Palms/Music: The Holy City 
6:30 pm Maundy Thursday — Last Supper Reenactment 
Dinner followed by communion/foot washing 
7:30 pm Good Friday — Tenebrae, A Service of Darkness 
The passion of Christ. Sound Effects 
11:00 am Easter Sunday — Music (7am Buddy Attick Park) 


and Greenhill Roads. 


Greenbelt Community Church 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 


Hillside & Crescent Roads 
Phone: 301-474-6171 mornings 
www.greenbelt.com/gccucc/ 
Sunday Worship 
10:15 a.m. 
- Daniel Hamlin, Pastor 
"A church of the open mind, the warm heart, 
the aspiring soul, and the social vision..." 


Berwyn Presbyterian Church 
6301 Greenbelt Rd. Berwyn Heights 301-474-7573 
(next to McDonald’s near Beltway Plaza) 


PRAY 


for 


BRYAN 


Paid Advertising 


iJHOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 


a GREENBELT BAPTIST CHURCH 
fe 6905 Greenbelt Road - 301-345-5111 


Corner of Crescent and Greenhill Roads 301-474-4212 
wiv greenbeltbaptist.org ereenbelt, baptist verizon. net 


Dr. Mark Johnson, Pastor 


Palm Sunday 8 & 10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

9:15 a.m. Sunday School 

7:30 p.m. Worship Service 

with Holy Communion 
Worship Services 

The Great Easter Vigil 
Resurrection Services 
with Holy Communion 
Easter Egg Hunt 

(No Sunday School) 


Holy Thursday 
Paint Branch Unitarian 


Universalist Church 


3215 Powder Mill Road, 
Beltsville/Adelphi (301-937-3666) 
Welcomes you to our open, 
nurturing community 
March 20, 10 a.m. 
“Reclaiming Sin” 

Barbara W. ten Hove 
with Nancy Boardman, worship assoc. 
ogether Time — Children begin in the 
service then go to R.E. room 
Barbara Wells ten Hove, 
Jaco B. ten Hove, 
co-muinisters 


Sun. Worship $:35 am, 11:00 am | 


Good Friday Wed. Praise and Prayer 7:00 pm | 


Holy Saturday 
Easter 


12:15 & 7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
8 & 10:30 a.m. 


9:15 a.m. Helping People Connect with His Family through Loving Service 


ue er er er en ae oe re ee er ee er 


St. George's Episcopal/ 
Anglican Church 


7010 Glenn Dale Road 
(Lanham-Severn Road & Glenn Dale Road) 
301-262-3285 | rector@stgeo.org | www.stgeo.org 


8:00 am 
9:00 am 
10:00 am 


ST. HUGH'S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
135 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770 
301-474-4322 


us fe Mass Schedule: 
gree Se Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 
doaepase’ Saturday 9:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m. 
_ Daily Mass: 7:15 a.m. 
Sacrament of Penance: Saturday 3:45-4:45 p.m. 
Pastor: Fr. Walter J. Tappe 
Pastoral Associate: Fr. R. Scott Hurd 


Sundays: Simple, quiet Mass 

Christian education for all ages 
Sung Mass with organ and folk 
music, ASL interpreted 

Signed Mass (last Sunday of each 
month only) 


Simple, quiet Mass 


Baha'i Faith 
A study circle "Reflections on 
the life of the Spirit" is forming to 
study the Baha'i Writings. 
The public is welcome. 
Sunday mornings at 10AM. Call 
Jim to register 301-793-1015. 


Greenbelt Baha’i Community 
P.O. Box 245 
Greenbelt, MD 20770 
301-345-2918 301-220-3160 
www.bahai.org/www.us.bahaiorg 


1:30 pm 


An inclusive congregation! 


Wednesdays: 7:00 pm 


— Congregation 
Mishkan Torah 


10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770 301-474-4223 
mishkantorah@ hotmail.com - www.mishkantorah.org 


Anunpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egalitatian 
synagogue that respects tradition and becomes your 
extended family in the twenty-first century. 


Shabbatservices: Friday evening at 8:00 PM, except 1st Friday of the month, 
.e. family service at 7:30 PM. Saturday morning services at9:30 AM. 
Educational programs for children K-12 and for adults. 

Combined innovative full family educational program for parents and children. 
Conversion classes. Concertchoir. Social Action program. 

Opportunity for leadership development. 

Moderate, flexible dues. High holiday seating for visitors. 

Sisterhood. Men's Club. Other Social Activities. 


Historic synagogue dually affiliated with United Synagogue of Conservative | udaism 
and the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation 


J ustice is one of the greatest 
N7TaUU (scoala cl 0 


"O ye who believe, stand out firmly for justice, 
as witnesses to God, even as against 
yourselves, or your parents, or your kin, and 
whether it be against rich or poor: for God can 
best protect both. Follow notthe lusts (of your 
hearts), lest ye swerve, and if ye distort (justice) or decline to do justice, 
verily God is well acquainted with all thatye do." -The Holy Quran 4:135 


ox 


Catholic 
Community 
of Greenbelt 
MASS 


There is much injustice in the world today. Don't let the hectic pace of your 
daily activities allow you to overlook the plight of those who are struggling 
around you, near and far. To find out more about the concept of justice in 
Islam, call 301-982-9463 or e-mail searchislam@ mail.com or visit 
www.learnaboutislam.org. 


Sundays 10 A.M. 
Municipal Building 
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The Arc Honors Steny Hoyer 


Congressman Steny H. Hoyer 
(D-Md.) was honored today by 
The Arc of the United States, 
the nation’s largest volunteer- 
based organization devoted 
solely to issues concerning 
people with mental retardation 
and related developmental dis- 
abilities and their families. 
Hoyer was named as this year’s 
recipient of their Chafee Leader- 
ship in Public Policy Award for 
his long-standing advocacy in 
pursuing public policies that 
help people with mental retarda- 
tion and related developmental 
disabilities live fuller lives in 
their communities. The award, 
named for the late Senator John 
Chafee of Rhode Island and in- 
tended to honor his work on be- 
half of people with mental retar- 
dation, is presented annually at 
their Governmental Affairs/ 
Policy Seminar. 

At the award ceremony, Hoyer 
also addressed the annual confer- 
ence held jointly by five disabil- 
ity groups, The Arc of the 
United States, United Cerebral 
Palsy, Association of University 
Centers on Disability, American 
Association on Mental Retarda- 
tion and National Association of 


Doctors’ Hospital 
Holds Blood Drive 


Doctors Community Hospital 
and the Greenbelt Lion’s Club in 
partnership with American Red 
Cross will hold a blood drive on 
Thursday, March 24 on the 
hospital’s campus at 8118 Good 
Luck Road, Lanham, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The American Red Cross has 
issued an urgent appeal for 
blood donations. During the last 
two weeks, Red Cross national 
blood inventories have dropped 
by more than 50 percent and are 
currently at less than a two-day 
supply. A seven-day supply is 
considered adequate. Every two 
seconds, someone in the country 
needs a blood transfusion. A 
single donation can help save up 
to three lives. 

It only takes 20 minutes to 
donate; it is a simple, safe, life- 
saving and selfless gift that mil- 
lions of Americans can give. 
Join in a day of giving. Call 
301-552-8060 to make an ap- 
pointment. 


Marines Play Mozart 
At Smith Center 


The Marine Chamber Orches- 
tra will present an all-Mozart 
program at 2 p.m. on Sunday, 
March 20 in Dekelboum Concert 
Hall, Clarice Smith Performing 
Arts Center, University of Mary- 
land. The concert is free; no tick- 
ets are required. 


City Notes 

The facilities maintenance crew 
began running temporary phone 
and computer lines to the Seniors’ 
Lounge in the Community Center. 
The lounge will be used as a tem- 
porary office while the window 
restoration project is underway. 

Two security cameras were in- 
stalled in the Community Center 
Art Gallery to aid in the preven- 
tion of vandalism and accidental 
damage to artwork, such as has 
occurred during three exhibitions 
within the past year. 

Greenbelt Assistance’ in 
Living’s Christal Parker Batey met 
with representatives from the 
Prince George’s Community Col- 
lege School of Nursing to discuss 
expanding the Greenbelt Nursing 
Services Program. 


Councils on Developmental Dis- 
abilities. Hoyer discussed his ef- 
forts to strengthen Medicaid and 
Social Security, two key entitle- 
ment programs that sustain 
people with disabilities, and his 
concerns about cuts in the 
President’s proposed budget for 
fiscal year 2006 to important 
programs that serve people with 
disabilities. He also expressed 
his concern with decisions made 
by the Supreme Court and the 
lower federal courts which are 
slowly chipping away at the pro- 
tections intended to be provided 
by the Americans with Disabili- 
ties Act (ADA), narrowing the 
scope of the law’s protections 
and undermining Congressional 
intent. 

Hoyer was the principal 
House sponsor of the ADA of 
1990, a landmark piece of civil 
rights legislation and the world’s 
first comprehensive declaration 
of equality for people with dis- 
abilities. 

Hoyer joins past award win- 
ners including Bill Roth, Jim 
Jeffords, Ted Kennedy, Tom 
Harkin, Charles Grassley, Rick 
Lazio, Rodney Frelinghuysen 
and Robert Matsui. 


Interactive Exhibits 


At Aviation Museum 

College Park Aviation Mu- 
seum announces the arrival of 
two new interactive exhibits de- 
signed to educate and entertain 
both aviation experts and flight 
novices. 

The Wright Experience Flight 
Simulator gives every would-be 
aviator the excitement of flying 
a 1911 Wright B aero plane. 
Authentic pitch and roll hand- 
controls let the pilot maneuver 
turns and gain altitude while 
flying over computerized 3D i1m- 
ages of historic College Park Air- 
port as it appeared when the 
Wright Brothers were teaching 
the first military pilots to fly. 

Instant replay of each flight 
gives the pilot and audience an 
external view and a deeper ap- 
preciation for the challenges and 
the thrills of operating one of 
the earliest aircraft. Visitors are 
required to purchase a low-priced 
ticket before flying the simulator, 
in addition to the standard ad- 
mission fee. 

The museum’s 1939 Taylor- 
craft, dubbed the Imagination 
Plane, has been a popular exhibit 
with museum-goers since 2000. 
Children and adults don flight 
jackets, helmets and goggles be- 
fore climbing aboard and using 
their imagination to fly high 
above the clouds. Now, thanks 
to the generosity of the friends 
and family of Michael 
Montemarano, the Imagination 
Plane has a state-of-the-art com- 
panion exhibit, “Flying the 
Taylorcraft.” Using exquisite 
still photography and breathtak- 
ing aerial video, this computer- 
ized touch-screen allows the visi- 
tor to learn about the controls, 
instruments and history of the 
Taylorcraft from an experienced 
pilot. This exhibit is free with 
the regular museum admission 
fee. 

College Park Aviation Mu- 
seum is open daily from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. An adult must accom- 
pany all children. The museum 
is located at 1985 Cpl. Frank 
Scott Drive, College Park. For 
more information, call the mu- 
seum at 301-864-6029. 
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GREENBELT RECREATION DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH SPORTS TRIP 


Saturday, March 26 at 1pm 
Lacrosse: Maryland vs North Carolina 
Van will leave Youth Center at 12:30pm 
Register at the Youth Center. $10 per 
person includes ticket, transportation, 
and chaperone. 

INFO: 240-542-2194 
gvarda@greenbeltmd.gov 


GREENBELT RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT 


ANNUAL EGG HUNT 


Bring your baskets and find the colorful eggs that the Bunny and 
his Helpers have hidden. They have hidden many eggs, including 
some very special Golden Eggs that include prizes. Immediately 
following the hunt join us for the free performance presented by 


Pam the KinderSinger and her pal Rascal 


cee 
v 


Monday, March 28, 2005 
Buddy Attick Lake Park 
Ages 18 months thru 6th Grade 


In case of inclement weather, the Hunt 
will be held at the Greenbelt Community 
Center. Please call the weather and 
information hotline at 301-474-5525 


For more information please call the Recreation Department 
at 301-397-2200 


DESIGN THE CITY OF GREENBELT'S OFFICIAL 
EARTH DAY 2005 T-SHIRT 
(Please limit design to 4 colors) 
Submit your original design by 12 noon 
Thursday, March 31st. 
or...Mail your design to: REAC, c/o City of Greenbelt, 
25 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, Maryland...or bring it 
to this address and place it in the drop box. 


Greenbelt will celebrate Earth Day by planting native wetland plants at the 
Wetland Education Facility @ Greenbelt Lake on Saturday, April 16th from 
L0am-12noon. T-Shirt designs should reflect the theme: “Greenbelt Cares 
for the Environment.” The T-shirts will be given out to all who participate in 
the Earth Day Event. This contest is open to all whether you are 5 years old 
or 100 years young. Winning design will be selected by the Recycling and 
Environment Advisory Committee (REAC). The winner of the contest will 
receive a 4-pack of tickets to the National Aquarium in Baltimore. 

For more information contact Cindy Murray at 240-542-2153. 


MARYLAND TAX RETURN 


If you live within the 

| | | corporate boundaries of 
the City of Greenbelt, 
make sure to write or 
enter “Greenbelt” on 
your Maryland State Tax 
form under “City, town or 
taxing area’ so that your 
taxes can best serve your 
community! 
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City Informatio 


OPENINGS ON BOARDS & 
COMMITTEES 
Volunteer to serve on City 
Council advisory groups. 
Vacancies exist on the: 
Arts Advisory Board 
Park and Recreation 
Advisory Board 
Senior Citizens Advisory 
Committee 


For more information, 
please call 
301-474-8000. 


Meetings for 
March 21-25 


Wednesday, March 23, 
8:00pm, Council Work 
Session w/ Greenway 
Center (stakeholder) 
Greenbelt Community 
Center. 


CAMP STAFF 


The Greenbelt Recreation De- 
partment is looking for enthu- 
Silastic, motivate individuals 
who enjoy working with kids to 
work in their Summer camp pro- 
grams. Applications are being 
accepted for general counse- 
lors, therapeutic counselors, 
and activity instructors (e.g. 
gymnastics, dance, games). 
Camp operates from 9:00am to 
5:00pm M-F. 
Call the Greenbelt’s Kids 

Office at 301-397-2200. EOE. 


COMMUNITY CENTER 
CONSTRUCTION 
The Greenbelt Community 
Center handicap ramp on the 
east entrance will be closed 
due to facility construction 
until approximately April 22, 

2005. 


The rear entrance next to 
playground is handicap acces- 
sible. 


Please call 301-397-2208 for 
more information. We apolo- 
gize for any inconvenience. 


GREENBELT 
MUNICIPAL/PUBLIC 
ACCESS CHANNEL 71 


MUNICIPAL ACCESS: 
301-474-8000: Tuesday & 
Thursday, March 22 & 24: 
10am & 6pm “Ask the Expert- 
Senior Services,” 7:00pm 
“Springhill Lake Elementary 
Black History Month 
Celebration,” 8:00pm “Three 
Concert Works for the 
Saxophone with Influences of 
Brazilian Popular and Folk 
Music.” 


PUBLIC ACCESS (GATE): 
301-507-6581:Wednesday & 
Friday, March 23 & 25: 
7:00pm “Greenbelt Arts Center 
Annual Meeting,” 7:30pm 
“Democratic Club.” 
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METROPARK continued from page 1 


were subsequently reversed by 
the Maryland Court of Special 
Appeals. The approvals will 
have to be obtained again after 
an approved plan is in place for 
completing required public facili- 
ties, including roads.) 

Rivera indicated that the 
meeting’s purpose was to get in- 
put from those attending and 
that more than one plan was 
possible for the South Core. 

Steve Gang, a land planner 
and architect with Lessard Archi- 
tectural, used slides to depict the 
site layouts and architectural 
styles proposed for the project. 
He described the South Core as a 
pedestrian-oriented compact 
neighborhood with mixed hous- 
ing types all within a five- 
minute walk to activity centers 
in the development and less than 
a mile to the Greenbelt Metro 
Station. The streets would be 
neighborhood-scaled and inter- 
connected (with no dead-ends). 
Buildings would be sited close 
to the streets. 

Gang described the north- 
south connector road extending 
from Greenbelt Road to the 
Beltway and running through 
both cores as holding the plan 
together. He suggested that the 
development would be modeled 
after those in downtown 
Bethesda in Maryland and 
Clarendon and Pentagon Row in 
Virginia. 

Housing Types 

Three types of major uses, 
Gang said, would occupy the 
South Core. The west side of 
the north-south connector road, 
which is the narrower portion of 
the South Core, will back up to 
the tracks. 

The northern portion will 
consist of condominiums built 
over commercial facilities. In- 
cluded will be a supermarket 
served by a parking deck. 

These buildings will have a 
variety of vertical fascias to pro- 
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vide interest. The units will 
have hardwood floors, recessed 
lights, large windows and a 
“funkier” look, Gang said. The 
condominiums would be a mix 
of one — and two — bedroom 
units with about five percent 
having three bedrooms. 

On the same side of the con- 
nector road to the south would 
be a cluster of multi-family 
buildings with some being two- 
story living units. Behind the 
four-story buildings will be four- 
level parking structures so that 
building residents will be able to 
park at their own levels. About 
one-third of the housing units 
will be rental units; the rest will 
be owner-occupied. 

The third component of the 
housing areas, Gang said, will 
occupy the east side of the con- 
nector road, an oval shaped area 
crossed by roads. This section 
will consist of owner-occupied 
townhomes. Backing up to In- 
dian Creek will be “front-loaded” 
homes; 1.e., with access and ga- 
rages in front. Some of the 
townhouses will be served by al- 
leys with two-car garages. At the 
southern end of this component 
will be four-story townhouse 
buildings with one two-story 
unit on top of another and inte- 
gral garages for the units. 
Townhouses will have two and 
three bedrooms. 

A 1.5 acre parcel will be set 
aside as a public amenity space. 
Gang said that the developers 
were talking to the city about use 
of the land as a recreation center 
and police substation. 

Streetscape 

Greg Ault, a landscape planner 
for EDAW, Inc., reviewed the 
streetscape concepts. He said 
that this proposed community 
would be designed more for pe- 
destrians than for cars. The 
north-south connector road 
would intersect with Greenbelt 
Road at a new intersection bridg- 
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ing over the existing Branchville 
Road that runs parallel to and 
slightly north of Greenbelt Road. 

As the only entranceway for 
the development until the North 
Core is developed, the new road 
would be marked with pylons, 
archways over sidewalks, perhaps 
an identifying icon and garden- 
space for trees. Ault is interested 
in doing roundabouts at intersec- 
tions with good pavement raised 
at crosswalks and utilizing differ- 
ent materials. The street environ- 
ment would also utilize good 
signage, landscaping and building 
awnings. The planner was still 
open to ideas about bikeways, 
noting that in Europe bike paths 
were often placed behind the curb 
and adjacent to the sidewalk. 

Ault talked of neighborhood 
parks as public spaces people 
would live around and take own- 
ership interest in. Children’s 
play areas would not simply be 
tot lots but consist of structures 
(such as imitation tree trunks) 
that would be not only fun to 
play in but safe and of architec- 
tural interest. 

Street furniture, such as 
benches, would be both comfort- 
able and able to withstand pun- 
ishment, he said. 

Ault suggested that the stream 
valley park along Indian Creek 
be similar in design concept to 
an African-American Park in Al- 
exandria which includes a paved 
trail and some lawn areas. 

Road Improvements 

Wes Guckert, a traffic engi- 
neer with the Traffic Group, out- 
lined road improvements to be 
undertaken by the project to as- 
sure adequate public road facili- 
ties. Some of these improve- 
ments will be far from the 
project. At University Boulevard 
(Md. 193) and Rhode Island Av- 
enue, the traffic signal and pave- 
ment markings will be modified. 
Similar improvements will be 
made at Greenbelt Road and 
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Cherrywood Lane/60th Street. At 
Edmonston Road/Kenilworth Av- 
enue (Md. 201) a second north- 
bound through lane and another 
turn lane are to be added. Be- 
tween there and Sunnyside Road, 
Edmonston will be widened as a 
condition of the preliminary plan 
of subdivision. Guckert said the 
developer will be working with 
the state and local governments 
to assure that the work will be 
done. 

At Cherrywood Lane and 
Metro Drive a traffic signal will 
be installed and Metro Drive 
widened to provide three out- 
bound lanes onto Cherrywood 
Lane as modified by the city. 

For the project, a new signal- 
ized intersection will be con- 
structed at Greenbelt Road and 
the north-south connector road. 
Greenbelt road will be widened 
at that point. The connector 
road will bridge over Branchville 
Road and not intersect with it. 
The connector road will be de- 
signed to serve pedestrians, bi- 
cycles and cars with the location 
of bicycle lanes still unresolved. 
The northern terminus will be a 
traffic circle intersection with 
Metro Drive and the ramp roads 
for the Beltway interchange. 

This concept has received the 
approval of both the State High- 
way Administration and the Fed- 
eral Highway Authority, Guckert 
said. Two new ramps will be 
added to the existing ramps to 
serve Beltway traffic coming 
from the east and going to the 
east. When modified, the inter- 
change will serve not only the 
Metro Station but the new devel- 
opment and will provide a sec- 
ond Beltway access alternative 
for Springhill Lake, Beltway 
Plaza and Berwyn Heights. 
Guckert said that the new access 
will reduce traffic on local roads. 

Guckert emphasized that 
these road improvements will be 
in place “up front” to serve the 
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project when it is completed and 

that the project would be paying 

for much of these improvements. 
Engineering 

Mike Snyder, a senior vice- 
president at Dewberry’s Lanham 
office, told the group that the 
property has been approved for 
storm water management by 
Prince George’s County. He said 
that Indian Creek will serve as a 
natural storm water retention fa- 
cility making it unnecessary to 
build storm water retention 
ponds. However, the developer 
proposes to modify the plan to 
provide for a pool at the en- 
trance to the south core. There 
will be other ponds as well. 

It will be necessary to relo- 
cate an existing sanitary sewer 
line near Indian Creek, Snyder 
said. This action will cause 
some temporary disturbance to 
the stream, he warned. 

Snyder is aware of drainage 
issues in the Hollywood area of 
College Park across the tracks 
from the project. He said that a 
surface and subsurface study of 
the area is expected to be under- 
taken shortly. 

A wetland mitigation project 
is planned for the southeast por- 
tion of the South Core. The de- 
veloper intends to create a wet- 
land forest there, he said. 


Camera Club Has 
Greenbelt Speaker 


The Bowie-Crofton Camera 
Club will meet on Monday, 
March 21. The program is “The 
Artful Science” by Greenbelter 
Beth Norden, entomologist. 
Meetings start promptly at 7:30 
p.m. at All Saints Lutheran 
Church in Bowie. The public is 
welcome, free of charge. For in- 
formation contact Paula Reitan 
(Paula@Sweet-Ps.net / 301-464- 
4212) or visit http:// 
bowiecroftoncameraclub.homestead.com/ 
files/front.html. 
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Police Blotter 


Based on information released by the Greenbelt Police 





Department. 


Dates and times are those when police were 


first contacted about incidents. 


Robberies 

5800 block Cherrywood Lane, 
March 6, 12:17 a.m. A man 
walking to a residence was ap- 
proached by two men, one dis- 
playing a handgun. One of the 
assailants demanded the victim’s 
money and both fled the scene 
on foot. The suspects are de- 
scribed as a black male in his 
twenties, 5’8" with a medium 
build, wearing a black jacket 
and a ski mask and a black male 
approximately 18 years of age, 
5’11" with a heavy build, wear- 
ing all black clothing. 

6200 block Springhill Drive, 
March 6, 3 a.m. A woman was 
parking her vehicle when she 
was approached by a man with a 
handgun who demanded her 
handbag, then fled in a green 
Honda Civic. The suspect is de- 
scribed as a black male in his 
twenties, 5°11" with a thin build, 
wearing a black jacket and a ski 
mask. 

9200 block Springhill Lane, 
March 9, 1:32 p.m. A woman re- 
turning to her apartment from the 
laundry room discovered two 
women inside her residence, one 
armed with a knife. After taking 
money, jewelry and a cell phone 
the robbers fled the scene, getting 
into a vehicle described as a green 
4-door, possibly a Honda. The 
suspects are described as a Latino 
female, approximately 50 years of 
age wearing glasses and a Latino 
female, approximately 25 years of 
age, wearing a red jacket. The 
victim was not injured. 

Assaults 

6100 block Springhill Terrace, 
March 4, 5:44 p.m. A woman 
saw several men urinating in a 
common area in Springhill Lake 
Apartments. When she asked 
them to stop, one of the suspects 
displayed a handgun, then all 
fled the scene on foot. 

Breezewood Drive and Edmon- 
ston Road, March 9, 4:15 pm. A 
woman reported that she had just 
picked up her daughter and some 
of her friends from school 
grounds at Greenbelt Middle 
School when two youths ap- 
proached her vehicle. One of the 
youths allegedly pulled up his 
jacket and revealed what is be- 
lieved to be a handgun. The 
woman drove away from the 
scene and called police. 

Burglaries 

6100 block Springhill Terrace, 
March 4. Entry gained by 
breaking out a bedroom window. 
A video game player, video 
games, DVDs and stereo equip- 
ment were taken. 

7100 block Mathew Street, 
March 4. Entry gained by forc- 
ing open the basement door. 
Two televisions, two DVD play- 
ers, watches, jewelry and clothing 
were taken. 

Beltway Plaza, March 9, com- 
mercial burglary. 

Other Incidents 

7500 block Greenbelt Road, 
March 4, 2:27 p.m. Two non- 
residents were arrested and 
charged with Possession of Ficti- 
tious Alien Registration Cards af- 
ter an officer stopped a vehicle 
for a registration violation. Nei- 


ther the driver nor the passenger 
had a driver’s license and both 
produced what appeared to be 
fake IDs. Both suspects were re- 
leased on citation pending trial. 

7601 Hanover Parkway, March 
4. Graffiti was painted on the 
outside of Eleanor Roosevelt 
High School. 

Stolen Vehicles/Tags 

6100 block Breezewood 
Drive, March 5, a 1998 Jeep 
Cherokee, recovered the next 
day by the Metropolitan Police 
Department in Washington, D.C. 
No arrests. 

Kenilworth Avenue and Ivy 
Lane, March 1, a resident male 
was arrested and charged with 
theft after an officer observed a 
suspicious occupied vehicle and 
a computer check revealed that 
the tag had been reported stolen 
to the Baltimore County Police 
Department. The suspect was re- 
leased on citation pending trial. 

9200 block Edmonston Road, 
March 8, a green 1994 Cadillac 
Sedan DeVille 4-door, Maryland 
tags JABO084. 

5800 block Cherrywood Lane, 
March 9, stolen auto arrests. Two 
underage youths from Mount 
Rainier were arrested for theft and 
auto theft and other charges, after 
an officer observed a vehicle being 
driven by someone who appeared 
to be too young to drive. A com- 
puter check revealed that the ve- 
hicle had been reported stolen to 
the Prince George’s County Police 
Department. The officer attempted 
to stop the vehicle in the 5800 
block of Cherrywood Lane. The 
vehicle fled the scene in a reck- 
less manner to the area of Ivy 
Lane and Kenilworth Avenue, 
where both the driver and passen- 
ger exited the car and attempted 
to flee the scene on foot. Both 
youths were apprehended after a 
short foot chase. One suffered mi- 
nor injuries after he was taken to 
the ground while still attempting to 
flee the area on foot and was 
transported to Prince George’s 
Hospital, where he was treated and 
released. Both youths were re- 
leased to relatives pending action 
by the juvenile justice system. 

9200 block Springhill Lane, 
March 10, a grey 2003 Honda 
Accord 4-door, Maryland tags 
KJY 168. 

7800 block Mandan Road, 
March 10, a white 1998 Chrysler 
Concord 4-door, Maryland tags 
JYB583. 

Thefts from and attempted 
thefts of vehicles were reported 
in the following areas: 7700 
block Cloister Place, theft from 
auto; 7700 block Hanover Park- 
way, theft from auto; 6100 block 
Breezewood Court, attempt theft 
of auto; Beltway Plaza, theft 
from auto; 7700 block Hanover 
Parkway, vandalism to auto; 7200 
block Morrison Drive, theft from 
auto; 6100 block Breezewood 
Drive, theft from auto (2 reports); 
7600 block Hanover Parkway, theft 
from auto; 5900 block Cherrywood 
Terrace, theft from auto; 500 block 
Crescent Road. theft from auto; 
8300 block Canning Terrace, van- 
dalism to auto; 7900 block 
Mandan Road, theft from auto. 


The Department is offering a reward of up to $500 for information 
leading to the arrest and conviction of a suspect in any of the 


unsolved crimes reported in the blotter. 


Citizens may anonymously 


report suspected drug activity by calling the Drug Tip Line at 301- 


507-6522. 
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would not walk so far to the 
present station. Without it, she 
said, extra cars would be driving 
to an already-filled Metro parking 
area. A representative of Metro 
indicated that such a nearby sta- 
tion would be unlikely. When 
noted that platforms in the District 
were that close together, the 
Metro person said that that was 
“downtown.” Blankenship’s re- 
sponse was that this will be “like 
downtown.” 

Someone noted that commut- 
ing to the station would be an 
easy ride on a bicycle. Former 
City Councilmember Thomas 
White noted that would be true if 
there was a suitable facility for 
storing bicycles at the Metro sta- 
tion but there is not. A woman 
advocated that an off-road bicycle 
path along the connector road 
would be safer. A man responded 
that for “serious cyclists” it was 
necessary to have the bicycle 
path as a lane in the connector 
road. 

Like Greenbelt 

Doug Love of Greenbelt rec- 
ommended that the architects 
look closer at this area for ex- 
amples of the type of housing 
they would build. Earlier they had 
been suggesting styles in other 
countries, he contended. “Have 
you looked at Greenbelt architec- 
ture?” he asked. 

Gang responded that a lot of 
great things had been done at 
Greenbelt when it was built in the 
1930s. But this is different in 
time and where we are, he said. 
The site is condensed as com- 
pared to Greenbelt and will be a 
lot denser in its development. It 
will also be more urban in charac- 
ter. 

“In other words, no,’ Love re- 
torted. 

“Ts it different? Yes,’ Gang re- 
sponded. 

Love also expressed concern 
about the impact of the connec- 
tor road upon the salamander 
population. It will separate part 
of their habitat from the pond 
they use. 

A man asked if there would be 
regional bus service by Metro 
and county bus service. Rivera 
said there would be Metro buses 
to the site. 


Another man criticized the 
planners for lacking detailed in- 
formation. “Was it naive of him 
to think there would now be more 
detail?” He asked that the devel- 
oper distribute to interested parties 
detailed site and building plans 
that they could look at, analyze 
and criticize. Gallagher said that 
they would put such information 
on their website. The man re- 
sponded, “It won’t do me any 
good as I do not have a com- 
puter.” 

Likes It 

A woman who said she had 
lived in Greenbelt for 10 years 
told the group she was excited 
about the proposal and was look- 
ing forward to the project being 
built. “I may invest in it,” she 
said. 

A questioner noted that sev- 
eral properties at the southwest 
and southeast corners of the 
South Core that are used industri- 
ally were not included in the 
project, including a scrap yard. 
Wouldn’t that affect the project? 
Rivera responded that the devel- 
oper was trying to acquire the 
properties not included. He also 
noted that the county is trying to 
phase out the existing use of this 
property. It has been industrial 
use for decades, he noted. 

College Park 

Greenbelt city councilmem- 
bers were not present at the meet- 
ing because of a scheduling con- 
flict. Three members of the Col- 
lege Park Council were present — 
Mayor Stephen Brayman, John 
Krouse and Joseline Pena-Melnyk. 
All three were particularly inter- 
ested in pedestrian connections to 
College Park. 

Rivera indicated that the de- 
velopers were looking at options 
such as building a pedestrian tun- 
nel under the tracks. He noted 
that such a tunnel at the Metro 
Station gives College Park resi- 
dents access to the North Core. 
Krouse also advocated improve- 
ments to ameliorate traffic on 
Rhode Island Avenue in the Hol- 
lywood area. He also advocated 
improvements to benefit pedestri- 
ans at the intersection of Rhode 
Island Avenue and Greenbelt 
Road as well as those proposed at 
University Boulevard. 


HAWAII continued from page 1 


and other sports directed by rec- 
reation leader Doris Dungan and 
was a lieutenant and co-leader 
with Mrs. Peter Carroll of Girl 
Scout Troop 17. In 1939 Ethel 
attended comptometer school in 
Philadelphia, then returned to 
Greenbelt while commuting to 
jobs in D.C. “by two buses and a 
streetcar.” In March 1943 she 


joined the WAC (then WAAC, 
Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps), 
serving in communications posi- 





tions both in the States and in 
Germany. She retired in 1964 af- 
ter being stationed at the Presidio 
in California and settled in San 
Rafael until moving to Honolulu 
several years ago. 

In Hawaii last month, Ethel 
entertained us at a birthday din- 
ner for me at the Hale Koa mili- 
tary resort and the next day at a 
fabulous luau at the same facil- 
ity. We also had several infor- 
mal visits in her home, hearing 
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Not Bethesda 

A woman said she was not 
particularly thrilled with the way 
Bethesda looked. “It has really 
huge buildings.” Rivera re- 
sponded that the South Core 
would not look like the part of 
Bethesda that has office buildings 
along Wisconsin Avenue. He 
noted, however, that the North 
Core would have larger buildings 
— up to 20 stories. 

A man asked if there would be 
minority vendor participation in 
the project. Rivera noted 
Wilson’s presence and that the 
developer was talking to him 
about such participation. 

A woman expressed concern 
with pedestrian access from the 
South Core to other nearby neigh- 
borhoods, particularly Beltway 
Plaza. Rivera noted that there are 
sidewalks on Greenbelt Road, a 
tunnel under the tracks at the 
Metro station and sidewalks along 
Cherrywood Lane. He also noted 
a plan to run a sidewalk from the 
station through forested land ac- 
quired by the state to Cherry- 
wood Lane at Springhill Drive. 
He said there were reservations 
about this idea because of safety 
concerns and a detrimental impact 
on environmentally sensitive areas. 

The serious cyclist also advo- 
cated a second access into the 
South Core from Branchville 
Road. He was supported by a 
woman who noted that there are 
2,259 units planned and only one 
way out. “That’s a bad idea.’ 

Agreement 

Celia Craze, director of plan- 
ning and community development 
for Greenbelt, was present at the 
meeting but did not speak. Af- 
ter the meeting she noted that 
the March 14 council meeting 
will present for discussion a pro- 
posed agreement between the 
city and the developer on devel- 
opmental issues. She believes 
this agreement will be much more 
thorough in its detail than the 
one previously under consider- 
ation before the court’s reversal 
of county approvals of concep- 
tual site plans and the prelimi- 
nary plan of subdivision for 
Greenbelt Station that was sud- 
denly aborted by the developer. 


talk of family and long-ago times. 
My daughters and I liked those 
visits best of all. Ethel said “‘liv- 
ing in Greenbelt in those early 
days was really a wonderful expe- 
rience.” Even as a young woman 
she appreciated the special quali- 
ties of our town. Some years ago 
she gave us a scrapbook she’d 
made in 1938-39, along with 
photos taken in those early years, 
which [ll soon be donating to the 
Greenbelt Museum. 


PHOTOS COURTESY OF KATHLEEN MCFARLAND 
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From left: Helen McFarland; Ethel Warner; Janis, Kathleen, Joan and Anne McFarland; Ethel’s friend 
Henrietta Moss; and Lisa McFarland gather in Honolulu in February 2005. 
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March Artful Afternoon: Earth, Wind and Sun Catchers 


al : po 


by Agnes Conaty 


I had seen signs of spring as 
early as the first Sunday of 
March. Daffodil buds and cro- 
cuses promise that nicer weather 
will come our way soon. And 
what better way to celebrate the 
coming of spring than to be at 
this month’s Artful Afternoon. 

My first stop at the 
Greenbelt Community Center 
was at the Gallery. Exhibited 
here are Alyssa Dennis’ 11 
works on paper. Her works are 
large in size and her main me- 
dium is graphite, with some 
pieces done with conte, colored 
pencil or mixed media. Some 
of her works remind me of ar- 
chitectural drawings, like her 
two “Baltimore” facades and 
“Uneven Ground.” The other 
pieces have an intriguing and 
mysterious air about them, like 
“Giant” and “Girl Falling with 
Milk Jugs,” making me want to 
ask the artist the story behind 
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these bewildering 
compositions. Den- 
nis’ art work will be 
on display until April 
16. 

Down the hall, I 
joined a small group 
of beginners to try } 
out the stained glass 
sun catcher workshop. 
Given the choice be- | 
tween a shamrock, an 
ice cream cone and a 
star, I chose to do a 
shamrock to herald 





ao 
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PHOTOS BY AGNES AND AUSTIN CONATY 











the coming of St. 
Patrick’s Day. Artists- 
in-residence and mem- 
bers of Glass Guild of 
Greenbelt like Betty 
Broderick, Richard McMullin and 
Jean Newcombe made the rounds 
to help us out in the copper foil- 
ing, fluxing, soldering and finish- 
ing our projects. I put copper 
foil around each piece of the 
shamrock parts. Then I brushed 
a bluish “flux” to prepare for the 
solder. 











Agnes Conaty poses by Alyssa Dennis' haunting and 


provocative graphite drawings. 





The chal- 
lenging 
part for me 
was the 
anticipation 
of aiming a 
700 degree 
soldering 
iron on a 
piece of 











| thin’ lead 

wire, put- 

ting the 

1 melted lead 
| on the 

fluxed cop- 

per foiled 





Artist-in-residence Betty Broderick (second from 
right) assists beginners as they put together stained 
glass sun catchers. 


edges to put my shamrock to- 
gether. Luckily, I did not burn a 
finger as I finished my new St. 
Patrick’s Day sun catcher. 

Up in the third floor studios 
I tried my hands at the ceramic 
tile workshop where younger 
participants were preoccupied 
with sketching creatures from 
nature from a magazine photo or 
directly from the imagination. I 
chose to make a red squirrel, in- 
spired by my “Grin Belt” car- 
toon strip. After sketching the 
Squirrel on a piece of pre-sized 
paper to match the pre-cut clay 
tiles, I traced my drawing onto 
the surface of the tile, making 
an outline on the clay under- 
neath the paper. Then I used a 
clay knife with a special tip to 
scrape a thin surface off the clay. 
Artist-in-residence Katie Scott- 
Childress will lay out the draw- 
ings as part of a mural which will 
be eventually displayed at the 





Artist-in-residence Katie Scott-Childress (second from 
right) helps young artists prepare their sketches for 


the ceramic tile mural project. 


Youth Center. I was impressed 
that the younger artists around 
me made sketches of dinosaurs, 
bears, butterflies, palm groves, 
humming birds and other crea- 
tures of nature. 

At 3 p.m. I went down to the 
gym to listen to the free perfor- 
mance of the Greenbelt Concert 
Band Wind Ensemble. My hus- 
band, Austin, who arrived soon 
after it started mentioned that he 
recognized a few of the band 
members as fellow Greenbelt resi- 
dents. The one-hour concert fea- 
tured some famous marches like 
“Father of Victory” and “The 
Washington Post,’ patriotic over- 
tures from “Land of Liberty” fea- 
turing “Yankee Doodle” and 
“My Country ’Tis of Thee;” 
dance music like “Blue Tango,” 
“Chapata” cha-cha and “Vienna 
Dreams” waltz; medleys of 
Broadway hits like the Music 
Man’s “Seventy Six Trombones,” 


“Wells Fargo Wagon,” “Till 
There Was You” and “The Li- 
brarian;” and a clarinet solo for 
“The Way You Look Tonight.” 
Everyone sang along with the 
vocals of “When Irish Eyes Are 
Smiling.” 

It was quite a treat to hear 
our very own band play beauti- 
fully. 

Then we hurried off to the 
New Deal Café to catch the last 
hour of the opening reception for 
Jon Gardner’s photo exhibit, 
“Greenbelt Personalities.” Noted 
Greenbelters like Mayor Judith 
Davis and Friends of the New 
Deal Café Arts Barbara Simon 
were some of the 32 featured in 
the exhibit. 

Greenbelt has a throng of ar- 
tistic and talented residents to 
share their skills the first Sunday 
of each month. Join us next time 
for more fun-filled Artful After- 
noons. 


Some People Don't Smile in Pictures... 


Ask yourself if any of these areas may be affecting the beauty of your smile: 


al 





¢ The color or shape of your teeth 
¢ Spaces or missing teeth 
¢ Noticeable cavities or old dental work 
¢ Uneven or unhealthy gums 


lf so, come into the offices of the McCarl Dental Group fora 
complete and comprehensive evaluation. 


Nicole Burgess of Severna Park had severely discolored 
teeth from avery early age. Throughout her life, Nicole had 
been self-conscious of her smile. In just three short weeks, 
the McCarl Dental Group gave Nicole a beautiful smile anda 
new start in life! Call the McCarl Dental Group to see if a 


smile makeover could change yourlife. 


It's never too late to give yourself a beautiful smile. For 
over three generations the McCarl family has provided a 
full range of dental services to Greenbelt and the sur- 
rounding communities. In the past, cosmetic dentistry was 
only for the wealthy. Today, however, cosmetic dentistry Is 
affordable and available to everyone. Give someone you 


love the gift of a smile! 


Call us today for an appointment! 
301-474-4144 


Drs. McCarl 


Dental 
Care 





MeCarl 
McCarl 
& MecCarl 


Polishing and Cleaning 


$40” 


(Value up to $192) Includes necessary 
X-rays on day of examination. 


New patients only. 
Expires 3/31/05 


a | 
tl ii 
l ii 
l lI 
l lI 
i After Complimentary Initial Dental Exam iI 
l il 
tl lI 
l I | 

wll 


Office Hours: 


Monday 8-5 
Tuesday 9-8:30 
Wednesday 9-8 
Thursday 8-4 
Friday 8-3 
Saturday 8-12 





Teeth Bleaching 
special Only 


$200 


Reg. $400.00 
Expires 3/31/05 








McCarl Dental Group 
301-474-4144 


28 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770-0717 
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Hunt at Patuxent Refuge by Lottery 


The Patuxent Research Refuge 
in Laurel will host a spring wild 
turkey hunting season in April and 
May of this year. The refuge is 
partnering with the National Wild 
Turkey Federation (NWTP), 
Wheelin’ Sportsmen and Meade 
Natural Heritage Association 
(MNHA) during this hunting sea- 
son open to youth, disabled, mo- 
bility-impaired and general public 
hunters. Hunters will be selected 
by lottery. Lottery application 
forms are available on the internet 
at http://patuxent.fws.gov or by 
calling 301-776-3090. Applications 
must be submitted in person at the 
North Tract Visitor Contact Station 
before 4 p.m. on March 19. 

The dates for the spring wild 


SHSSHSHSSHSSSH$H$SSSHSSS$S$$S 
CENTERWAY TAX 


& ESTATE SERVICE 


111 Centerway Suite 204 
Roosevelt Center 


Year-Round Service 
NOTARY 
Regina O’ Brien, Enrolled Agent 
301-345-0272 
SSSHSSSSSSSSSS$HSSSHSHSS 


Computer Help & Training 
Fast Service 
240-601-4467 
Virus/Spyware Removal 
Disk Maintenance (Performance) 
Optimized XP (WORK FASTER) 
Back-Up Services (Safety) 
Data Migration & Conversion 
Home & Office Network 
Wireless Security 
HOME/CAR/VIDEO/SOUND/GPS 
PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATIONS 





turkey hunts are: Youth Hunts — 
April 16, 23, 30 and May 7, 14, 
21; Disabled and Mobility-im- 
paired Hunts — April 18, 25 and 
May 2, 9, 16, 23; General Hunt- 
ers — April 16, 23, 30 and May 7, 
14, 21. 

Prospective hunters must have 
a Maryland hunting license, 
MNHA hunting permit and a 
hunter safety card to be eligible. 
Additionally, all selected hunters 
must pattern their weapon and at- 
tend a NWTF clinic prior to the 
day of the hunt unless they have 
proof of previous attendance at 
such a clinic. Hunters may con- 
tact the refuge to pre-arrange the 
assistance of NWTF volunteers to 
call in turkeys and to choose 
hunting sites the day of the hunt. 

For more information on 
Patuxent’s hunting program, call 
301-776-3090 or visit the website 
listed above. Patuxent Research 
Refuge’s North Tract and the 
Hunting Control Station are lo- 
cated off Md. Rt. 198 on Bald 
Eagle Drive, 1.4 miles east of the 
Baltimore-Washington Parkway. 


Create Healthy Relationships 
FEEL BETTER — ENJOY LIFE! 
GINNY HURNEY, LCSW-C 
Beltsville & Silver Spring Offices 


301-595-5135 


WOMEN, MEN, COUPLES & TEENS 


fe '/\GASCEVS 


Funeral Home, pa. 


Serving Families in the Greenbelt Area 
... since 1858 


¢ Traditional Funeral Services 


¢ No Cost Consultations 


¢ Out of Town Arrangements 


¢ In Home Consultations 


Visit our website at: 


¢ Pre-Planned Funerals 
¢ Cremation 
« Memorial Services 


« Visa, MC, AmExpress 


www Laschs.com 


301-927-6100 


4739 Baltimore Avenue ¢ Hyattsville, MD 20781 


Family Owned and Operated for Five Generations 





ne 
= Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc. ® 


159 Centerway Road 


MDE 


Maryland Department 
of the Environment 


Greenbelt, Maryland 20770 


301-982-2582 


www.greenbeltautoandtruck.com > —o 


A.S.E. 


SWiews 


Let’s Clear The Air 


Master Certified Technicians 
A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that 
your manufacturer recommends to com- 
ply with Preventive Maintenance service 
schedules & extended warranty pro- 
grams! Also, routine repairs that keep 
your vehicles operating safely and reli- 


ably. 


¢ Now Offering! s 


Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage 
A.S.E. Certified Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome. 
Free estimates, please call for appointment 
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RATES 


CLASSIFIED: = $3.00 
minimum for ten words. 15¢ 
for each additional word. 
Submit ad with payment to 
the News Review office by 
10 p.m. ‘Tuesday, or to the 
News Review drop box in 
the Co-op grocery store be- 
fore 7 p.m. Tuesday, or mail 
to 15 Crescent Rd., Suite 
100, Greenbelt, MD 20770. 

BOXED: $8.10 column 
inch. Minimum 1.5 inches 
($12.15). Deadline 10 p.m. 
Monday. 

NEEDED: Please include 
name, phone number and ad- 
dress with ad copy. Ads not 
considered accepted until 
published. 


sreenway pottery 


In Old Greenbelt 
Functional Pottery - Mugs, 
Bowls, Plates, Platters, etc. 
SHOWROOM/ STUDIO 
BY APPOINTMENT 
Mark Gitlis 240-593-2535 
mjgitlis@ comcast.net 












HELP HELP WANTED 


RECEPTIONIST/SECRETARY 
WANTED for title company. Must have 
data entry skills. Please contact Ms. 
Norris, 301-220-0041, or fax resume 
to 301-220-0043. 


NOTICE 


HELP! —I don’t have a single copy of 
my first book, “Dead Men Don’t Give 
Seminars,” and would gratefully take 
back any that my readers don’t need 
anymore. Dorothy Sucher, 301-572- 
9606. 


AVON - Buy or earn with Avon. 240- 
472-9618, pvbingham @comcast.net. 
Independent contractor. 


SERVICES 


TRANSFER FILM, SLIDES, PHO- 
TOS to VHS or DVD. Tape repair, 
consumer editing. Photos made from 
videotapes, etc. HLM Productions, Inc. 
301-474-6748. 


PAINTER PRE-SPRING SPECIALS 
— 50 to 85% off summer rates. Also 
drywall repairs, carpentry, handyman. 
References, estimates. Call Eric & 
Assoc. of Greenbelt, 301-675-1696. 


VOICE LESSONS — Master of Mu- 
sic, soloist Washington National Op- 
era. Relaxed atmosphere of learning. 
Margaret Stricklett, 301-474-6406. 


Serving The Washington Area For Over 50 Years © Since 1946 






DAVID HARDING 
(301) 262-1313 
www.melvinmotors.com 






ELVIN 


OTORS 


13405 Annapolis Road 
Bowie, Maryland 20720 
Fax: (301} 262-9826 


FOR SALE BY OWNER 


GREENBELT — Fabulous Custom Home. Superior Design & 
Ideal Location. Great Floor Plan For Comfortable Family Liv- 
ing & Gracious Entertaining. 5BR, Lg Closets, 3.5BA, LR w/ 
Gorgeous Stone Fireplace. Spacious Kitchen & DR, Fam Rm, 
Rec Rm w/FP, 2 Car Garage, 2 Zone HVAC, Lg Deck & 
Backyard Overlook Dept. of Ag. Farmland. 2 acre Prof Land- 


scaped Lot. $639,000. 


PRINCIPALS ONLY. Call 301-345-2327 


Traditional 
Funerals 


Monuments 


Cremation 
Service 


Donald V. Borgwardt 


Funeral Home, PA. 
Family owned and operated 


4400 Powder Mill Rd. 


Beltsville, Md. 20705-2751 


(301) 937-1707 


Licensed 
Bonded 
Insured 


Pre-Need Counseling 
By Appointment 


Gehring 


Construction Co., Inc. 
HOME REMODELING SPECIALIST 


Replacement Windows ° Siding * Roofing 
Repairs ¢ Florida Rooms ¢ Decks ¢ Painting 
Kitchens ¢ Additions * Bathrooms 
BRICK - BLOCK - CONCRETE 
Free Estimates/Town References 

“Serving Greenbelt For 30 Years” 


Call Dick Gehring 301/ 441-1246 


8303 58th Ave. * Berwyn Heights, MD 


Thursday, March 17, 2005 


CLASSIFIED 


JACKIE’S CLEANING — No job too 
big or small. Estimates. 301-731-0115. 


LOVING LICENSED HOME PRO- 
VIDER with structured activities where 
children have fun learning. Openings. 
Call now. 301-552-2502. 


HOUSECLEANING — No job too 
small or large. Competitive rates. Jackie 
in Greenbelt. 301-695-5611. 


NEED A PET SITTER? TLC for your 
pet(s) at your home? (currently not ac- 
cepting new dog clients.) Excellent ref- 
erences. Sabine’s Pet Sitting, 301-474- 
0455 or hentrich27 @ aol.com 


HARRIS LOCKSMITH -— Re-keying 
and installing. Clay Harris, Greenbelt, 
240-593-0828. 


JC LANDSCAPING -— Beds trenched 
and mulched. Annuals, ornamental 
shrubs and trees installed. Small tree 
removal. Shrubs and small trees 
trimmed and pruned. New lawn seed- 
ing or sod, other landscaping needs. 
301-809-0528 


MANICURE AND/OR PEDICURE — 
25 years experience, will come to your 
home. Low price. Call Penha (Pen- 
ya), 301-474-9578. 


GREENBELT HOME REPAIRS — 
Painting/drywall/plumbing. General 
handyman, lowest prices. References. 
240-381-1361 


NEED HELP? WANT A BREAK? 
Under the weather? I can help! House- 
cleaning, ironing, cooking. Call Penha 
(Pen-ya), 301-474-9578. 


CARPET CLEANING and house 
cleaning. Free estimates, low rates. 
Lynn, 240-271-4943. 


Home & Business 


Improvements 
Remodeling-Repairs-Int. & Ext. Painting 
Bathrooms-Basements-K itchens 
Ceramic Tile & Laminated Floors 
Pressure Washing-Deck Care-Sheds 


Wisler Construction 
& Painting Co. 
Serving Greenbelt since 1991 
301-345-1261 


www.wislerconstruction.com 
Owner has over 20 years experience 
Member of the Better Business Bureau 
MHIC40475 


Facial Services 
Therapeutic Massage 
Manicures & Pedicures 

Make-up Services 

Waxing Services 


Moving Update: 
The electric is in, 
the plumbing done 
and walls are being built. 


Located in the heart of 
Historic Greenbelt 
143 Centerway 301-345-1849 


Menu available at 
www.pleasanttouch.com 


Mobil’ 
GREENBELT SERVICE 
CENTER 


Auto Repairs 
& Road Service 


A.S.E. Certified Technicians 
Maryland State Inspections 


161 CENTERWAY ROAD 
GREENBELT, MD 20770 


(301) 474-8348 
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SERVICES 


HER/HIS STORIES — For help writ- 
ing your interesting life story and memo- 
ries, call Custom Writing Service, 301- 
614-0519. Typing, editing & proof- 
reading, transcribing. 


MERCHANDISE 


VINYL SHED - 4 x 7, beige, $100 
OBO. You haul. 301-345-3718. 


FOR SALE — Dining room furniture. 
Perfect for GHI dining room. Mid-cen- 
tury, country French style, pecan wood. 
China cabinet — 48"W x 17"D x 71"H. 
Dining table — 42" round. Has 2 drop 
leaves, so it can become as small as 42" 
x 21"! $350 for the set!!! Call Silvia for 


more info, 474-1833. 
eee 
REAL ESTATE RENTAL 


SHARE CONDO - A/C, W/D, cable. 
Clean, quiet, references, deposit. John, 
301-474-4078. 





























INCOME TAX 


PREPARATION 


PROFESSIONALLY PREPARED 
REASONABLY PRICED 
CALL: RANDOLPH (. SPRINGER 


(PA MST 
3 1-340-1293 


Continental Movers 
Local — Long Distance 
$75 x two men 
$85 x three men 
301-340-0602 
202-438-1489 


www.continentalmovers.net 


GHI Living at its Best: 
11-P Ridge Road 
Bright, Sunny Brick Townhome 
2 bedroom, one bath, 
Sunroom addition 
5 minute walk to Greenbelt Center 
Open House 
Saturday 3/19 11-2/Sunday 3/20 12-3 


i | 


Anonymous Christian 
support for hurting people. 
Questioning personal signi- 

ficance? Come and meet with 
other Christians who combine 
prayer, scripture, praise and 
real relationships. 
Thursdays - 7:00 to 8:30 PM 
at Greenbelt Baptist Church 


You Know us as JOHN & 
TAMMY, a household name in 
Greenbelt for over 14 years. 
We are the experts at clean- 
ing your home and giving you 
more time. Time for grand- 
children, children’s recre- 
ation, and each other. Call, 
let a familiar and trusted 


name help you out. 


We offer : 
Weekly, bi-weekly, or 
month y service 
-Spring cleaning any time 
of the year 
-Window cleaning 
-Help for special occasions 
-FREE estimates 


Professionals with the 
Personal Touch 
Phone 301-262-5151 


ERIISING 


OFFICE SPACE — 1, 2 or 3 large of- 
fices, all with windows, available 4/1 
in beautiful new building near Beltway, 
B-W Parkway, Federal Courthouse. 
Ideal for professional to share space 
with law firm. Includes use of confer- 
ence room, reception area, kitchen. Sec- 
retarial space, copier, receptionist and 
telephone available. Contact Larry or 
Tobi at 301-474-4468. 


GREENBELT — GHI 1 BR, 2nd floor. 
Nicely furnished or unfurnished. 
Brand-new W/D. Long-term lease to 8/ 
31/06. $ RENT NEGOTIABLE FOR 
TENANT W/ EXC. REF. FOR GHI 
CO-OP APPL. & CREDIT CHECK. 
Avail. 4/1, 301-982-3477. 
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YARD SALES SALES 


YARD SALE -— Sat. 3/19, 8-11 a.m., 
120 Greenhill Rd. Toys, books, house- 
hold, luggage, collectibles & 15-inch 
Konig rims. 


AMAZING HUSBAND 
HANDYMAN SERVICE 
Carpentry—Electrical—Plumbing 
Consulting—Appliance Repair 


Specializing in Small Jobs 
Mark Gitlis 
240-593-2535 
mygitlis@comcast.net 





Change Your Weighs, Change Your Life! 





Dietitians offer professional weight loss counseling 
Hanover Office Park * Greenbelt, MD * 301.474.2499 






Nutrition Month Specials Now Available 
R» Changing Weighs~ 











Direct (301) 441-2709 


1st time Homebuyer 


Foreclosure 


Aesop Robinson, Jr. 


Realtor 


Long & Foster, Inc. 
Greenbelt Specialist! 
(Serving all of Maryland) 


(301) 441-9511 Office 


VERLAG 
LOUAL = A0J5 AE 
OF eonruniyy 


Estate Sale 


PSU AG) TOF 
BD [sro ROP Rares > & 


~ Come to your Credit 


Used Car Loans 


Union !!! 


4.5% apr 


Refinance or Purchase 
Greenbelt Federal Credit Union 
lle Centerway, 501-474-5900 
or apply online at www.erols.com/sgfcrun 
apr=annual percentage rate 
Rate can change without notice. 


At Greenbelt Citgo 
Dave Meadows 


A 


at 


Service Manager 


Open 24 Hours 


for Gas and Snacks 


Oil Changes, Batteries 
Brakes, Shocks, Tires 

Exhausts & Tune-Ups 

MD State Lottery 


301-474-0046 
20 Southway 
Greenbelt, MD 

20770 


Podiatry Care 
In Your Home 


Dr. Allen J. Moien 
A Greenbelt resident, Dr. Moien 
makes house calls to patients for 
podiatric (foot) care. Dr. Moien is 
approved for Medicare, 
Medicaid, and most 
private insurance coverage. 


Call 301-441-8632 


to arrange an appointment for 
foot care in your home. 
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Leonard and Holley 
Wallace 
301-982-0044 


Realty 1 In Roosevelt Center 
Your Greenbelt Specialists™ 
Since 1986 


Graduate - Realtor’s Institute Certified Residential S pecialist 


Upper Level GHI Home 


This one bedroom coop home has lots of lots of attic space. Great lo- 
cation just steps from your parking space. $94,900 Coming Soon! 


HHH HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH 


Takoma Park / Silver Spring 


Modern 3-story townhome near the heart of Takoma Park. The owner 
has completed many renovations including heavac. $289,900 SOLD 


HHH HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH 


One Bedroom Lower Level GH! Home 


Thousands in upgrades; new cabinets, countertops appliances and 
more. Everything on one level for your convenience. $94,500 


HHH HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH4HHHHHHHHHH4HHHHH 


Townhome With Addition 


Get a two bedroom townhome with a wooded location in a court that 
backs to protected woodlands. Rear addition has wd. $154,900 


HHH HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH4HH4HHHH4 


Two Bedroom Greenbelt Townhome 


Wooded setting with fenced yard and great neighbors. Own this home 
for a lower monthly payment than rent; call to find out how. $140,000 


HHH HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH4HHHHHHHHHH4HHHH4 


Loft Condominium 


Great location in Gaithersburg with views overlooking a flowing stream. 
One bedroom unit with large sitting room and balcony. Just $179,900 


HHH HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH4HHHHHH4 


Townhome With Two Story Addition 


One of the largest homes in GHI. The addition has a fireplace! This 
home has been renovated and is ready for your family. $175,000 


HHH HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH4HHHHHHHH4HH4HHHH4 


Linda Ivy - 301 675-0585 
Dirk Kingsley - 240 472-0572 


Mary Kingsley - 240 603-2342 
Denise Parker - 301 709-8689 


HHH HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH4HHHH4 





Two Bedroom Townhome 


solid, cinderblock townhome close to Roosevelt Center. New paint and 
carpet. Large back porch, shed & fenced yard. Great value! SOLD 


HHH HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH 


Green Holly Woods 


Three story townhome with 2 large bedrooms and 3 1/2 baths. Large 
front porch is perfect for those quiet summer evenings. $289,900 U.C. 


HHH HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH4HHHHHHH4HHHHHHHH 


Lakeside 


Four bedroom split-level home on quiet cul-de-sac. Just steps from 
Greenbelt Lake & parkland. Owners are selling home ‘as-is’. $414,900 


HHH HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH4 


Lakeside 


Wonderful 6 bedroom 4 bath home that backs to Greenbelt Lake Park. 
Six bedrooms and lots of space for you and your family. SOLD 


HHH HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH 


Brick Townhome 


This 2-story, 2 bedroom interior unit has a slate roof and many decora- 
tor touches throughout. Co-op living is a great lifestyle! $189,900 SOLD 


HHH HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH4HH HHH 


2 Story brick and stucco townhome with 3 bedrooms and 2 1/2 baths. 
Quad end unit with modern kitchen, and fenced yard. $229,900 SOLD 


HHH HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH4HHHH4 


Single Family Home in Bowie 


This 10-year-old home is the best price in Bowie! 2 levels with 4 bea- 
rooms and 3 baths. Enormous kitchen, fenced yard. $260,000 SOLD 


HHH HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH4 


U.C.=Under contract; seller may consider back-up offers 


EQUAL HOUSING 
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HOUCHENSD continued from page 1 


junior varsity football team to its 
first county championship in 1994. 

Houchens said that in 2003, 29 
out of the 41 high school football 
players from Maryland who signed 
Division I scholarships were from 
Prince George’s County — a num- 
ber of them coming out of 
Eleanor Roosevelt High. 

An entire wall in Houchens’ of- 
fice, located in the boys’ locker 
room, is dedicated to his former 
players who have made it to at 
least the college level, if not to the 
NFL. Countless plaques are hung 
in neat rows, a few autographed — 
all representing different success 
stories with pictures and name- 
plates. 

“That’s only 
Houchens remarked. 

The plaques and other memen- 
tos remind him of how he and his 
colleagues brought a mediocre 
program into stardom working 
with limited resources and funds — 
not to mention the obstacle of 
starting out several thousand dol- 
lars in debt. During his debut sea- 
son as head coach Houchens’ 
team went 6-4 but he remembers 
the season as a huge success be- 
cause 11 of his seniors went on to 
major colleges. 

The winning would come soon 
enough. 

“My third year we won the 
state championship, the first state 
championship in school history,” 
said Houchens. “We’ve risen to 
the pinnacle — we’re [now] a 
household name with every major 
college in the country.” 

Although the coach “can’t get 
enough of putting kids in major 
colleges,” he said his state cham- 
pionship team was not a team of 
major college players or All-Ameri- 
cans but a team of small-college 
players who performed above and 
beyond expectations. 

The 1999 team was a far cry 
from this year’s squad, which fea- 
tured a juggernaut in Derrick Wil- 
liams, receiver of more than 50 
Division I football scholarship of- 
fers. Williams has signed a letter 
of intent with Penn State Univer- 
sity and reportedly will enroll in 
January 2006. 

“He was the first high school 
player in Maryland history who 
has ever been ranked the number 
one player in the country,’ said 
Houchens, who had coached last 
year’s eighth-best player, an ath- 
letic defensive end named Derrick 
Harvey. 

“T feel very special about that, 
very touched,” Coach Houchens 
said. “Derrick [Williams] is a great 
example of what Roosevelt stands 
for — a greater person than he is a 
player,” the coach added. 

Houchens’ Past 

Like many of his players 
Houchens comes from a modest 
background. Throughout his 
young life his father worked as the 
College Park Fire Chief, serving for 
eight years in the 1950s. 

“T came up the hard way. My 
mom and dad had to work for ev- 
erything,” he said. 

Despite his family’s financial 
difficulties, Houchens had a dy- 
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namic childhood. In his youth he 
was the bat boy for the Maryland 
Terrapins baseball team and he 
wrestled and played linebacker for 
Northwestern High School. He 
had the grades and the SAT 
scores but not the guidance to 
make it to a major college. 

“T missed the admission dead- 
lines,’ Houchens said. “I had to 
end up going to junior college.” 

Houchens never achieved a de- 
gree, which is one of the reasons 
he still remains a high school 
coach even though he’s posed for 
pictures with such great college 
football minds as Pete Carroll, Bob 
Stoops and Urban Meyer — and is 
on a first name basis with many 
more. 

“T had to work, pay my own 
tuition — after a year, I just didn’t 
have the money. I’m a great liv- 
ing example of what happens if 
you don’t get the proper guid- 
ance.” 

Houchens’ goal is to provide 
his players with opportunities that 
he never had. Some of his play- 
ers desperately need football as a 
vessel through which to succeed 
in life or to escape from its ineq- 
uities. 

“[’ve had kids with single-par- 
ent families, broken homes. They 
know I’m here. They know [ll 
talk to them,” Houchens said. He 
commented on how some of the 
great high school football coaches 
don’t know how to relate to their 
kids, so they don’t win very many 
games. 

Coach Houchens has so many 
feel-good stories pertaining to the 
lives of his players that he “could 
write a book about it.” Damon 
Jones, a former running back who 
received an honorable mention for 
the 1995 All-Met Football Team, 
saw his family destroyed when his 
parents separated. The coach took 
him aside one day: 

‘Football is your ticket. If you 
go to Harvard, you can get hurt in 
the first play of the first game and 
it won’t matter,’ Houchens told 
him. Sure enough, the multifac- 
eted Jones returned four years later 
with his Harvard degree in hand. 

“T was the first one he showed 
it to,” said Houchens. 

Academic Future 

Jones was not the only Raider 
during Houchens’ tenure to be ad- 
mitted to an Ivy League school. 
Jeremiah Watts played linebacker 
at Brown University and earned 
honorable mention All-Ivy honors 
in 2001 after finishing second in 
tackles among all Ivy League play- 
ers. Houchens said that Watts had 
only basic clothes during his high 
school years and often came to 
school carrying a lunch that could 
hardly nourish a young child. 

‘“You’ve had it pretty tough but 
do you want to live the rest of 
your life like this?” the coach re- 
calls asking Watts. 

“Coach, no,” was his answer 
and he wouldn’t have to either. 
According to Houchens, Watts 
took an $80,000 per year job for 
a major construction company im- 
mediately after completing his de- 
gree. 
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Houchens’ own son Justin 
found himself in need of more ex- 
perience in the job market despite 
graduating from the University of 
Maryland with honors. He stayed 
the course, settling for a lower- 
paying job to gain the experience 
he needed. 

“Now [Justin] has a really good 
job,” said Houchens. 

Along with his success stories, 
Coach Houchens also has his 
share of tragedies to impart. Two 
of his players were killed in sepa- 
rate car accidents over the years 
and another was shot in the head. 
All three were on their way to col- 
lege. 

[Those] three kids got struck 
down in their prime,” said 
Houchens. 

Houchens doubles as a security 
guard at the high school. His 
combined salary is a humble 
$30,300 per year before taxes. 
The coach pointed out that the 
combined scholarships of the 112 
players that went on to major col- 
leges during his tenure would 
amount to several millions of dol- 
lars. Nonetheless, Houchens is 
content with his position and 
finds it handy to work in the 
building — he’s the only member 
of his coaching staff who does. 

Houchens is a disciplinarian at 
his post — so much so that teach- 
ers often come to him instead of 
the administration when football 
players act up in their classes. He 
also monitors the hallway activities 
of his players. 

“If they don’t have books in 
their hands, I want to know why,’ 
said Houchens. “They’re held to a 
higher standard.” 

Dress for Success 

As part of this high standard, 
the coach enforces a “Dress for 
Success” day prior to each game 
day. On these days all players are 
required to wear a dress shirt and 
tie. 
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“IT want them all to be Wall 
Street bankers,”’ he said. His logic 
is that his players are not going to 
go into a job interview with their 
“pants hanging off their butt.” 

“Dress for Success’ day is just 
one of the coach’s reforms to the 
earlier program. He also instituted 
a progress report due every Thurs- 
day of every week, year-round. 
The sheet lets the coach know 
whenever his players are tardy, ab- 
sent, cutting class, struggling in 
class or misbehaving. 

“T'll wear them out [physically] 
if they’re talking in class,” said 
Houchens, alluding to his after- 
school weight training program, 
also year-round. 

The coach even used the 
chestnut “‘all for one; one for all’ 
to describe his disciplinary system, 
citing a situation where he made 
two talkative players stand and 
watch the rest of the team run 
100-yard dashes. 

“I am extremely demanding 
when it comes to our program,” 
Houchens admitted. 

So demanding that he cut his 
starting linebacker the year his 
team won the state championship. 
He suspended another standout 
player for leaving school grounds 
to get food. 

“T refuse to let anyone jeopar- 
dize what we’ve worked so hard 
for,’ Houchens said. “No one is 
bigger than the program, including 
myself.” 

On a level that goes beyond 
Roosevelt football, Houchens 
stressed the importance of giving 
back to the community. 

“We don’t have enough people 
in Our community that are giving 
back,” he said. “It’s a tragedy — 
it’s the kids that are losing out.” 
He honored former Dallas Cowboy 
“Hollywood” Henderson for fund- 
ing the construction of a sports fa- 
cility at his old high school. 
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Thursday, March 17, 2005 


Writing Contest 
For Earth Day 


Patuxent Research Refuge will 
hold a poetry and essay contest 
for ages 5 to 13 to explain why 
the Refuge and the National 
Wildlife System are important. 
Earth Day will be celebrated on 
April 23 at the National Wildlife 
Visitor Center, on Powder Mill Rd. 
between Baltimore-Washington 
Parkway and Highway 197 south 
of Laurel. From 10 a.m. to noon 
that same day all writing contest 
participants will receive a prize. 

Poems and essays will be 
judged separately in the follow- 
ing age categories: 5 to 7, 8 to 
10 and 11 to 13. Each partici- 
pant may enter one poem in any 
form, at any length and/or one 
essay up to 1,000 words. 

Entry forms may be picked 
up at the National Wildlife Visi- 
tor Center, downloaded from 
http://patuxent.fw.gov or call the 
Visitor Center at 301-497-5887 to 
have it sent. Entries may be 
submitted in person or mailed to 
Kate Toniolo at the National 
Wildlife Visitor Center, 10901 
Scarlet Tanager Loop, Laurel, 
MD 20708. They must be re- 
ceived by 5:30 p.m. on April 1. 


his players on to college and giv- 
ing them the opportunity to give 
back, Houchens recently mailed 
eight recruiting tapes to top-notch 
colleges across the U.S. Some- 
times the coach takes money from 
his own wallet to pay the postage. 

Steve Rollins, a senior who 
played running back for Houchens 
and will continue his football ca- 
reer at Bowie State University, had 
this to say of the coach: 

‘[He’s] a special person, special 
coach, dedicated to his job — 
loves what he does.” 

“Stay humble and never forget 
Where you come from,” said 
Houchens, quoting one of his 
many coaching maxims. 


March 18 — April 9 


Fridays & Saturdays at 8pm 
Sunday, March 27 at 2pm 
Sunday, April 13 at 5pm 


$12 general admission, $10 students & seniors 


Greenbelt Arts Center 
123 Centerway (next to the Post Office) 


Reservations: 301-441-8770 
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